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Leading Off
Amarillo—Bishop Patrick J. 

Zurek will ordain eight men to the 
Permanent Diaconate for the Dio-
cese of Amarillo during a 10:30am 
Mass Saturday, Dec. 3 at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, 1200 South Washington.

“A deacon is a wonderful gift of 
the Holy Spirit to help our Church 
to spread the good news about Je-
sus Christ,” said Deacon Blaine 
Westlake, coordinator of the Di-
aconate for the Diocese of Amaril-
lo. “Deacons are ordained clergy 
belonging to one of the three or-
ders of the Sacrament of Holy Or-
ders which are deacon (permanent 
and transitional), priest and bishop.  
They receive this sacrament when 
the bishop imposes hands on them 
at their ordination as they make a 
promise of obedience to him and 
his successors. The bishop assigns 
deacons to parishes and ministries 
where the needs so exist.”

The deacon has a threefold min-
istry of the Word, the Altar and of 
Charity:

• In the Ministry of the Word, 
deacons engage in evangelism and 
the teaching mission of the Church. 
The ministry takes place both in-
side the parish walls and outside in 
the world;

• In the Ministry of the Altar, the 
deacon assists the priest at Mass par-
ticularly by proclaiming the Gospel, 
leading the Intercessions, preparing 
the altar and ministering the chalice 
to the people at communion.  Out-
side of Mass deacons can preside 
at Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, 
Morning and Evening Prayer, Ben-
ediction and give special blessings 
on varied occasions; and,

Diaconate Ordination Saturday, Dec. 3

The Permanent Diaconate Class of 2016 for the Diocese of Amarillo. Front row, left to right, 
Davin Winger of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Spearman and Cristo Redentor, Gruver; Mi-
chael Anzaldua of St. Anthony of Padua Church, Dalhart; Robert Aranda of St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral, Amarillo; and, Richard Martinez of Immaculate Conception Church, Dimmitt and St. 
John Nepomucene Church, Hart. Back row, left to row, Mark McVay of St. Vincent de Paul 
Church, Pampa, Jose Castañeda of St. Joseph’s Church, Amarillo; Joe Hochstein of Holy Fam-
ily Church, Nazareth; and, Brian Lewis of St. Ann’s Church, Canyon. Thumbnail sketches of 
these eight men can be found on pages 14 and 15 of this issue of The West Texas Catholic. 
(WTC Photo by Jim Banner)

Clarendon—For the first time 
since 1899, a building will be dedi-
cated at St. Mary’s Church. 

Bishop Patrick J. Zurek will 
celebrate a noon Mass, followed 
by the dedication of the new St. 
Mary’s Parish Hall. 

The building is the first new 
structure since its former school 
building was built in 1899.

The new Parish Hall is a 6,750 
square-foot structure, which will 
house Faith Formation classrooms, 
offices, a library, kitchen and seat-
ing for up to 208 for meals, accord-
ing to parish spokesperson Leslie 
Norrell. 

Amarillo—St. Hyacinth Church 
will host its 12th annual Thanks-
giving Dinner today (Sunday) from 
11:00am to 2:00pm in Monsignor 
DiBenedetto Parish Hall, at 4500 
West Hills Trail. 

The homemade meal, cooked 
by members of the parish, will 
include all the traditional sides 
and desserts, according to parish 
spokesperson Cindy Good. 

Adults will be served for $10.00 
and children six to eleven will be 
served for $5.00. Children five and 
under eat free. 

Nazareth—The annual Naz-
areth Thanksgiving Dinner and 
Holiday Arts and Craft Bazaar will 
take place today (Sunday).

The dinner, sponsored by the 
Christian Mothers Society, will be 
served from 11:00am to 2:00pm in 
the Community Hall at 104 First 
Street. Adult plates are $10.00 and 
plates for children ten and younger 
are $5.00. 

In conjunction with the dinner, a 
Holiday Arts and Crafts Bazaar will 
take place from 9:30am to 3:00pm 
in the Nazareth School cafeteria, 
south of the Community Hall. See “Deacons,” p. 12

The Diocesan Pastoral Center will close at noon on Wednesday, 
Nov. 23 for the Thanksgiving Holidays. The Pastoral Center will 
reopen on Monday, Nov. 28 at 9:00am. 

The Diocesan Pastoral Center will also be closed on Thursday, 
Dec. 8  in observance of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation. 

The Pastoral Center will reopen on Friday, Dec. 9 at 9:00am.
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We accept all other funeral home pre-arranged plans.

Local families
honoring your

loved ones.

Editor’s Note: This conversa-
tion originally aired during the 
11th annual RadioThon to bene-
fit St. Valentine Catholic Radio, 
1360AM, KDJW.

The West Texas Catholic: 
Bishop Zurek, as a society, we 
can never say the words “thank 
you” enough. We have much to 
be grateful for, in the Diocese of 
Amarillo…

Bishop Patrick J. Zurek: 
The generosity of being able to 
say thank you, to be able to say it 
freely, naturally and sincerely, in a 
sense, is a gift itself. It pours forth 
from the love of God, the love God 
has for us. 

St. John in his first letter to the 
community wrote this: “In this is 
love: not that we have loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His 
Son as expiation for our sins. Be-

loved, if God so loved us, we also 
must love one another…This is 
how we know that we remain in 
Him and He in us…God is love, 
and whoever remains in love re-
mains in God and God in him.” 

We have to ask ourselves would 
anyone even have the capacity to 
love and from love to be grateful 
unless they have first been loved. 
Let’s face it: we are hopefully born 
into the hands of loving parents. 
A loving mommy, a loving daddy 
who through their holding of us, 
staying up nights when we are in-
fants, and nurturing us into young 
adulthood and adulthood and then 
through life—they sacrifice so 
much and it comes only out of 
love. It is love they have received 
from their parents, but we have to 
go all the way back to God. God 
loved us so much that He had the 
thought of us and in a sense could 

not live without us and created us. 

He gave us life. For this we 
should be grateful. He gave us a 
loving family; He gave us friends. 
Our gratitude must be there also. In 
a very real sense, we say that God 
is love. Since we say that Scripture 
teaches us in Genesis that we are 
created in the image and likeness of 
God, we know that we were created 
by love, in love, and for love. For all 
of this we need to be grateful. 

St. Paul had an insight when he 
wrote to the church at Rome. He 
said that gratitude has to start from 
love, love by God, and then from 
love flows gratitude. He wrote, “For 
what can be known about God is 
evident to the people because God 
made it evident to them. Ever since 
the creation of the world, His invis-
ible attributes of eternal power and 
divinity have been able to be under-
stood and be perceived in what He 
has made.” As a result of that, peo-
ple have no excuse. This is the key 
line: “For although they (the peo-
ple) knew God, they did not accord 

Him the glory as God or give Him 
thanks.” Paul saw the lack of gener-
osity, or he saw ingratitude, as the 
major sin. We have been blessed in 
this country; we have been blessed 
through our church. We should be 
grateful for our families and friends, 
for the love of God. 

Look around the world at the 
beauty of creation. As Pope Francis 
reminded us so beautifully in one of 
his exhortations: the beauty of the 
world—the beauty of something 
as simple as a rose. As most of you 
know I have a lovely garden and 
in the morning I like to go around 
and stoop to smell the fragrance of 
the roses. So often, all I can think 
of is if this is so beautiful not only 
to sight and our ability to smell its 
perfume, if these beautiful flowers 
are here for such a short time. How 
much more beautiful must the face 
of God be! So I thank God for the 
rose; I thank God for the future and 
for my vision of His face. 

I think we should all be grateful 
for truth, truth that keeps us in Christ 

and keeps us on the narrow path of 
salvation. Thank God for all his gifts, 
for the knowledge He has given us 
of Himself, for the dignity which He 
has given us through Baptism. It has 
made the Paschal Mystery, His dying 
and His rising, real for each of us in-
dividually. He has given us the digni-
ty of being Children of God, brothers 
and sisters to Jesus Christ.

For all this, I think all of us 
would have to bend the knee and 
proclaim the Glory of God. Give 
Him honor as God, but above all 
be grateful to God. Show generosi-
ty, my dear friends in Christ; show 
it through the generosity of your 
love for others. Show it through 
the generosity of your lavish mer-
cy where you act as God acts. St. 
Augustine says that God finds it 
easier to be merciful than to judge. 
Be grateful for the goods you have 
as I am grateful for the goods you 
share for the benefit of others. We 
all can give and we all can humble 
ourselves to receive. 

Conversation continues on page 3



West Texas Catholic 3LoCaLNovember 20, 2016

Bishop’s Schedule

806.683.4397 cell

• Sheetrock Installation and Repair

 • Acoustic, Spray, & Hand Textures

  • Kitchen & Bathroon Remodels

   • Interior & Exterior Painting

    • Custom Carpentry

     • Fence Building & Staining

      • Pergolas & Decks

       • Tile Floors & Backsplashes

        • Tub Surrounds & Showers

• Bonded and Experienced

806.683.4397 cell806.683.4397 cell

SUNDAY, NOV. 20
9:15am, Mass, Closing of the 

Jubilee of Mercy Holy Door, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo

Noon, Mass and Dedication 
of new Parish Hall, St. Mary’s 
Church, Clarendon
MONDAY, NOV. 21

2:00pm, Ordination and Instal-
lation of Bishop Robert Coerver as 
the third Bishop of Lubbock, Christ 
the King Cathedral, Lubbock
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 23

Noon, Diocesan Pastoral Cen-
ter closed for Thanksgiving
THURSDAY, NOV. 24

Diocesan Pastoral Center 
closed for Thanksgiving
FRIDAY, NOV. 25

Diocesan Pastoral Center 
closed for Thanksgiving
SATURDAY, DEC. 3

10:30am, Mass of Ordination 
for Permanent Deacons, St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Amarillo
SUNDAY, DEC. 4

4:00pm, Mass, Annual Dioc-
esan celebration of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, North Exhibit Hall, 
Amarillo Civic Center

I remember, as I may have men-
tioned before, one trick-or-treating 
Halloween Eve; we were probably 
fifth graders. We went to a house; 
we had no clue who lived there. An 
elderly lady came out and told us 
that no one had been to her house. 
She was so poor all that she had 
was soda crackers and unshelled 
pecans. She gave each of us two 
soda crackers and three pecans. 
Obviously this was burned in my 
memory. She was so delighted that 
she had something to give. Out of 
her poverty she gave us the most 
she had, like the Widow’s Mite. 
Because of our arrogance and 
sassiness at that age, we might 
have said, “That’s all she’s giving 
us; we can throw it away.” But she 
gave us so much more than two 
crackers and three pecans. She 
showed us the joy of being able to 
give, even out of poverty, and her 
gratitude that we went to her home.

I say that we because we all 
can give, but we should allow our-
selves to receive, no matter how 
small the gift. St. John Paul once 
said, possibly in the exhortation, 
Church in America: “No one is so 
poor they cannot give something 
and no one is so rich they cannot 
receive something.” Because in 
receiving a tiny gift you bring joy 
to another and you obviously, in 
return, show your gratitude for it. 

I thank all of you here in the Di-
ocese of Amarillo for your Faith. I 
am so very grateful when you do 
not take the easy way out, but the 
road of higher truth and live the rig-
ors of the Gospel. You even allow 
yourself to suffer a little for the ben-
efit of others. When you practice the 
Faith you help the ones who cannot 
help themselves. You love the sup-
posedly “unlovable”; I couldn’t be 

Bishop’s Conversation... from page 2
more grateful for that because that 
makes you Christ-like. I am grateful 
when you go against the grain and 
welcome the stranger. It may not be 
the popular thing to do but it cer-
tainly is the right thing to do. I am 
so very grateful for your generosity 
to the poor and the needy, and those 
on the periphery of society; that is 
where we meet Christ. I am also 
so very grateful when you recon-
cile with those you have harmed in 
whatever way or when you accept 
the forgiveness of another. 

I also thank you for the gener-
osity you continually give to the 
Church. You make our mission 
possible, no matter how small, how 
large. We all work together to fur-
ther the Kingdom of God in the 
High Plains of our home that we 
know as the Diocese of Amaril-
lo. Thank you for your generosity 
to the Church by helping people, 
through building and maintaining 
our parish property, the instrument 
of ministry to helping others. Thank 
you for your support of the United 
Catholic Appeal. Thank you for 
your generosity to Preparing the 
Way. We hope our new Center for 
Pastoral Ministry will be completed 
before the end of the year. 

I thank you for all your expres-
sions to help for others. Let us 
not be like the people of Rome to 
whom Paul wrote: “Let us never be 
accused of ingratitude.” Let people 
see us and see what we do and say, 
“Wow! Is this not a generous peo-
ple? Are they not grateful for what 
God has given to them?” Don’t they 
truly live, as St. Augustine said, that 
the gift given is meant to be shared. 
I am so proud of all of you when 
you take that to heart and share so 
much with so many. God bless you 
all and have a great Thanksgiving!  

Amarillo—All young adults in 
the Diocese of Amarillo are invit-
ed to attend the final Theology on 
Tap session for 2016 on Thursday, 
Dec. 15 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at 
I Don’t Know Sports Bar and Grill 
at 1301 Southwest 6th Ave.

Theology on Tap is sponsored 
by the young adult offices at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral and St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church. The monthly 
gatherings, now in its third year, 
takes place on the third Thursday 
of each month and admission is 
free. 

For more information, contact 
Caleb Hubbard at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church at 358-2461 or 
Kelsey Matchen at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral at 376-7204. 

Theology On Tap

Amarillo—Father Vijayabhaskar 
“Bhaskar” Rao Adusupalli has been 
appointed Parochial Administrator 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church. The 

Father Vijayabhaskar Adusupalli Appointed Parochial 
Administrator At St. Francis Of Assisi Church

Father Vijayabhaskar Rao 
Adusupalli

appointment by Bishop Patrick J. 
Zurek was announced on Nov. 1. 

Father Adusupalli, 37, is a na-
tive of Ramadurgam, India and 
was born on Aug. 9, 1979. He was 
ordained to the priesthood on April 
18, 2007 at St. Lourdes Cathedral 
in Kurnool, India.

Following his ordination, Fa-
ther Adusupalli served at a parish 
for one year before a four-year as-
signment as Bishop Anthony Poo-
la’s secretary. 

Father Adusupalli arrived in the 
Diocese of Amarillo in 2012 and 
has been involved in prison minis-
try. He has also worked in hospital 
ministry on Tuesdays, assisting Fa-
ther Lawrence John.

Hereford—The second annual 
Advent Lessons in Carols will take 
place Friday, Dec. 2 at St. Antho-
ny’s Church. The candlelight prayer 
service will begin at 7:00pm in the 
church at 115 North 25 Mile Ave.

The evening is presented by the 

Advent Lessons In Carols
Matilda Gaume Early Music Con-
sort at West Texas A&M Universi-
ty. The service is free of charge, but 
a ticket is required for admission. 
For tickets or further information, 
please call the parish office at St. 
Anthony’s Church, 364-6150. 

Amarillo—The annual Holy 
Cross Catholic Academy Alumni 
Game will take place Friday, Dec. 16 
at Alamo Gym, 1901 North Spring.

Alumni from Price College, 
Alamo Catholic High School and 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy are 
invited to attend and take part.

Doors open at 5:00pm, with 
dinner being served from 6:00 to 
7:30 and will include a $8.00 meal 
deal of a barbecue brisket sand-

Annual  Holy Cross Alumni Game Dec. 16
wich, chips, dessert and drink from 
the concession stand. Games will 
begin at 7:00pm, with the varsi-
ty Lady Mustangs and Mustangs 
teams taking on teams made up of 
alumni guests at 8:00. 

Alumni interested in playing 
in the games can call the school at 
355-9637 to have their names put 
on the roster. There will be a silent 
auction during the games and there 
will be a drawing for door prizes. 
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Amarillo—The Office of Com-

munications for the Diocese of Am-
arillo has released the latest update 
of the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Dioce-
san Calendar, listing events in the 
diocese taking place between today 
(Sunday) and Saturday, Feb. 18. 

The calendar was compiled 
from listings primarily provided by 
diocesan organizations, parishes 
and schools. Events listed here are 
subject to change without notice. 

Additional dates for updated 
versions of this calendar can be 
sent via email to westtexascatho-
lic@gmail.com. Unless otherwise 
noted, all phone numbers are 806 
area code phone numbers. This 
calendar can also be found on the 
diocesan website, www.amarillo-
diocese.org

November
20—Awakening #22, Catholic 

Student Center, West Texas A&M 
University, Canyon 

20—Jubilee of Mercy con-
cludes.

20—Annual Thanksgiving Din-
ner, St. Hyacinth’s Church, Amarillo 

20—Annual Thanksgiving Din-
ner, Holy Family Church, Nazareth 

22—Annual Amarillo Commu-
nity Prayer Breakfast, North Ex-
hibit Hall, Amarillo Civic Center 
(353-0880)

22—Fall Fireside Chat, Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

22—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

23—Diocesan Pastoral Center 
closes at noon for Thanksgiving

24—Thanksgiving Day. Dioce-
san Pastoral Center and Diocesan 
Catholic Schools closed.

25—Diocesan Pastoral Center 
and Diocesan Catholic Schools 
closed for Thanksgiving holiday. 

27—First Sunday of Advent
29—Contemplative Prayer 

Group, Bishop DeFalco Retreat 
Center, Amarillo (383-1811)

DEADLINES
Issue Date Deadline
Dec. 4 Nov. 23
Dec. 18 Dec. 8
Jan. 15 Jan. 5
Feb. 5 Jan. 26
Feb. 19 Feb. 9
March 5 Feb. 23
March 19 March 9

The deadline for photos, story 
ideas and advertisements is 

noon on deadline day.

December
3—Ordination to the Permanent Di-

aconate, Class of 2016, St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral, Amarillo (383-2243, ext. 117)

4—20th annual Diocesan Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Celebration, 
Amarillo Civic Center (355-5621)

6—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
Amarillo (383-1811)

6—Annual Christmas Program, 
St. Mary’s Cathedral School, Ama-
rillo (376-9112)

7—First Wednesday/Gallery Open-
ing, Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
Amarillo (383-1811)

8—Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Holy Day of Obligation. Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center closed. 

9—Annual Christmas Lun-
cheon, Bishop DeFalco Retreat 
Center, Amarillo (383-1811)

9—Night of Worship, St. Jo-
seph’s Church, Amarillo (534-
2312, ext. 110/383-2243, ext. 118)

10—Women’s Advent Prayer’s 
Brunch, sponsored by Amarillo 
Rejoicers, Amarillo Club at the 
Chase Towers (374-5900)

12—Holy Cross Catholic Acad-
emy Christmas Concert, Monsi-
gnor Francis A. Smyer Activity 
Center, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Am-
arillo (355-9637)

13—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

13—Annual Christmas Pro-
gram, St. Joseph School, Amarillo 
(359-1604)

15—Theology on Tap, I Don’t 
Know Sports Bar and Grill, Ama-
rillo (376-7204)

15—Annual Christmas Pro-
gram, St. Joseph School, Amarillo 
(359-1604)

15—Advent Play, St. Anthony of 
Padua School, Dalhart (244-4811)

15—Christmas Program, St. An-
thony School, Hereford (364-1952)

17—Monthly Oblate Classes, 
St. Benedict Monastery, Canyon 
(655-9317)

20—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

23-28—Diocesan Pastoral Cen-
ter closed for Christmas Break.

24—Christmas Eve
25—Christmas Day
29-31—Teens ACTS Retreat, 

Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
Amarillo (383-1811)

31—Annual New Year’s Eve 
celebration, Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, Vega (344-2865)

January
1—Feast of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, Mother of God and New 
Year’s Day

1—Teen ACTS Retreat, Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

3—Catholic Schools in Diocese 
of Amarillo begin Spring Semester.

4—First Wednesday, Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

6-7—Stay and Pray Mini-Re-
treat: Intentional Living, Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

9—Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450 
Meeting, Knights of Columbus 
Room, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Amaril-
lo (382-7800)

10—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

13-15—Deacon Class of 2020 
Formation, Bishop DeFalco Retreat 
Center, Amarillo (383-2243, ext. 117)

15—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (383-
2243, ext. 129)

16—Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day—Catholic Schools in the Di-
ocese of Amarillo closed

17—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

19-22—Men’s ACTS Retreat, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
Amarillo (383-1811)

19—Theology on Tap, I Don’t 
Know Sports Bar and Grill, Ama-
rillo (376-7204)

21—Monthly Oblate Classes, 
St. Benedict Monastery, Canyon 
(655-9317)

22—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (383-
2243, ext. 129)

23—Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450 
Meeting, Knights of Columbus 
Room, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Am-
arillo (382-7800)

24—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

27-28—Stay and Pray Mini-Re-
treat: Caregiver Respite, Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

28—Annual Respect Life Mass 
and Walk, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Amarillo (383-2243, ext. 129)

Note: According to Bishop 
Patrick J. Zurek, no other Mass-
es or activities are to be sched-
uled until after 1:00pm on the 
parish or diocesan level.

28—Annual Winterfest Cele-
bration to benefit St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral School, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Amarillo (376-9112)

29—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (383-
2243, ext. 129)

29—German Sausage Dinner, St. 
Ann’s Church, Bovina (251-1511) 

29-31—Catholic Schools Week 
(355-9637)

29—Youth Ministry Network, 
Diocesan Pastoral Center, Amaril-
lo (383-2243, ext. 118)

31—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

February 
1-4—Catholic Schools Week 

(355-9637)

1—First Wednesday, Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)

2—Experience St. Joseph’s 
School, Amarillo Open House 
(359-1604)

3-5—Deacon Class of 2020 For-
mation, Bishop DeFalco Retreat Cen-
ter, Amarillo (383-2243, ext. 117)

4—Annual Fundraiser to bene-
fit the Catholic Student Center at 
West Texas A&M University, St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Am-
arillo (655-4345)

7—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Am-
arillo (383-1811)

9-12—Women’s ACTS Retreat, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
Amarillo (383-1811)

11—Valentine Day Gala, spon-
sored by Knights of Columbus 
Council #8938 at San Jose Church, 
Hereford (344-6432)

11—Annual Parish Fundraiser, 
St. Vincent de Paul Church, Pampa 
(665-8933)

12—Annual Smorgasbord, St. 
Joseph’s Church, Amarillo (355-
5621)

12—Annual Enchilada Dinner, 
St. Martin de Porres Church, Am-
arillo (376-8771)

12—For Two… Shall Become 
One: Couples Prayer Service, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo (383-
2243, ext. 129)

13—Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450 
Meeting, Knights of Columbus 
Room, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Am-
arillo (382-7800)

15—Follow-Up Parish and Catho-
lic Schools Safe Environment Reports 
Due (383-2243, ext. 117) 

14—Contemplative Prayer Group, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Ama-
rillo (383-1811)

16—Theology on Tap, I Don’t 
Know Sports Bar and Grill, Ama-
rillo (376-7204)

17-18—Stay and Pray Mini-Re-
treat: Caregiver Respite, Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo 
(383-1811)
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Amarillo—Parishes throughout 
the Diocese of Amarillo have an-
nounced Mass Schedules for Thanks-
giving Day, Thursday, Nov. 24.

Listed below are the parish-
es that supplied the Office of 
Communications with their Mass 
schedules.

Parishes not listed here either 
failed to report their schedules or 
are not planning celebrations. A 
number of parishes are celebrat-
ing Thanksgiving Day Mass on 
Wednesday, Nov. 23.

Schedules are subject to change 
without notice. Please consult your 
parish bulletin or parish website 
for additional details.

AMARILLO
St. Mary’s Cathedral: Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 9:00am
Baptist St. Anthony’s Hospital: 
Thursday, Nov. 24, Noon, McKee 
Chapel. Seating is limited.
Blessed Sacrament: Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 9:00am (Bilingual)
Our Lady of Guadalupe: Thurs-
day, Nov. 24, 7:00pm (Bilingual)
Our Lady of Vietnam: Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 10:00am
St. Francis of Assisi: Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 8:00am

St. Hyacinth: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
9:00am
St. Joseph’s: Wednesday, Nov. 
23, 7:00pm; Thursday, Nov. 24, 
8:15am 
St. Laurence: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
8:30am (English, at the Capuchin 
Convent) and 11:00am (English)
St. Thomas the Apostle: Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 10:00am

BOOKER
St. Peter’s: Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
7:00pm (Bilingual)

BORGER
St. John the Evangelist: Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 7:30pm (Bilingual); 
Thursday, Nov. 24, 8:30am (En-
glish. Both Masses in the chapel.)

BOVINA
St. Ann’s: Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
6:00pm (Bilingual)

CACTUS
Our Lady of Guadalupe: Thurs-
day, Nov. 24, 11:30am (Spanish)

CANADIAN
Sacred Heart: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
8:00am (Bilingual)

CHILDRESS
Holy Angels: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
9:00am (Bilingual)

CLARENDON 
St. Mary’s: Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
7:30pm

St. Hyacinth Church

12th Annual

Thanksgiving Dinner

Sunday, Nov. 20

Serving from
11:00am - 2:00pm

4500 West Hills Trail
Amarillo

$10.00 for Adults
$5.00 for children (ages 6-11)

Children 5 and under eat FREE!
Tickets available at the St. Hyacinth
Parish office during regular business

hours or at the door.
Please join us for our meal and

please visit Ye Old Christmas Shoppe.

Call 358-1351 for more information.

DALHART
St. Anthony of Padua: Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 8:15am

DIMMITT
Immaculate Conception: Thurs-
day, Nov. 24, 8:00am 

DUMAS
Sts. Peter and Paul: Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 9:00am. The Mass will 
include the blessing of the Thanks-
giving bread being served during 
dinners that day.

FRIONA
St. Teresa of Jesus: Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 8:00am (Bilingual) 

GROOM 
Immaculate Heart of Mary: Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 6:00pm; Thursday, 
Nov. 24, 9:00am

GRUVER
Cristo Redentor: Thursday, Nov. 
24, 10:00am (Spanish)

HAPPY
Holy Name of Jesus: Wednesday, 
Nov. 23, 7:00pm

HART
St. John Nepomucene: Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 6:30pm

HEREFORD
St. Anthony’s: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
9:00am
San Jose: Thursday, Nov. 24, 10:00am

KRESS
St. Paul the Apostle: Wednesday, 
Nov. 23, 5:30pm

MEMPHIS
Sacred Heart: Wednesday, Nov. 
23, 6:00pm (Bilingual)

NAZARETH
Holy Family: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
9:15am

PAMPA
St. Vincent de Paul: Thursday, Nov. 
24, 9:30am (Bilingual)

PANHANDLE
St. Theresa’s: Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
6:30pm

PERRYTON
Immaculate Conception: Thurs-
day, Nov. 24, 9:00am (Bilingual)

SHAMROCK
St. Patrick’s: Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
5:30pm

SPEARMAN
Sacred Heart of Jesus: Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 7:00pm (Bilingual)

STINNETT 
St. Ann’s: Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
7:30pm (Bilingual); Thursday, Nov. 
24, 8:30am (English), both at St. 
John the Evangelist Church, Borger

STRATFORD
St. Joseph’s: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
9:00am (Bilingual)

SUNRAY
Christ the King: Thursday, Nov. 
24, 9:00am, at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church, Dumas. The Mass will 
include the blessing of the Thanks-
giving bread being served during 
dinners that day.

TEXLINE
St. Mary’s: Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
12:10pm

TULIA
Church of the Holy Spirit: Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 7:30pm

UMBARGER
St. Mary’s: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
9:00am

VEGA
Immaculate Conception: Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 7:00pm

WELLINGTON
Our Mother of Mercy: Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 7:00pm (Bilingual)

WHEELER
St. Mary’s: Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
7:00pm (Bilingual)

WHITE DEER
Sacred Heart: Thursday, Nov. 24, 
9:30am

The Diocesan Pastoral Center will close at noon 
Wednesday, Nov. 23 for the Thanksgiving Holidays. The 
Pastoral Center will reopen on Monday, Nov. 28 at 9:00am. 
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San Antonio—The 2017 Catho-
lic Life Insurance Catholic Schools 
Sweepstakes are underway, with 
two Catholic Schools in the Diocese 
of Amarillo are taking part. 

The schools are:
• Holy Cross Catholic Acade-

my, Amarillo; and, 
• St. Anthony School, Hereford.
Students from these two schools 

are selling $5.00 raffle tickets until 
early January to raise funds. 

The grand prize winner will have 
the choice of a 2017 Ford F-150 
truck, a 2017 Ford Fusion Sedan 
or a $20,000 Prepaid VISA Credit 
Card. Each participating school is 
guaranteed to have a winner of a 
$1,000 Prepaid VISA Credit Card. 
Catholic Life officials say it is pos-
sible to win both the $1,000 VISA 
card and the grand prize. 

“As the school year begins many 
schools have immediate financial 
needs. All monies raised through this 
program go directly and immediate-

Catholic Schools Sweepstakes Underway
ly to the school,” said Catholic Life 
Insurance President J. Michael Belz. 
“This is our way of helping Catholic 
schools and giving back to our Faith-
based community. We are proud of 
what we have been able to accom-
plish thus far for Catholic education.” 

Started in 2007, the Catholic Life 
Insurance Sweepstakes has helped 
Catholic schools raise $6.1 million 
with 100% of the proceeds benefit-
ing the school. A total of 60 schools 
from 11 dioceses are participating 
in the program. San Antonio-based 
Catholic Life Insurance provides all 
the prizes and printing. 

The Diocese of Amarillo will be 
trying to win the Grand Prize for the 
second time in three years. Modes-
ta Gonzalez of Amarillo was the 
2015 Grand Prize winner and won a 
$20,000 Prepaid VISA Credit Card. 

To purchase tickets, contact 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy at 
355-9637 or St. Anthony School at 
806-364-1952. 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy, Amarillo, honored Veterans Nov. 10 with its inaugural Celebra-
tion of Veterans. Among those who were served breakfast, left to right, were United States Air 
Force Veteran Jesse Romo, who served from 1969 to 1973, his wife Chris Romo, United States 
Army Veteran Stephen Brando, who served from 1969 to 1971 and United States Navy Veteran 
Don Smith, who served from 1967 to 1971. The breakfast was followed by a brief assembly, 
which honored the service and sacrifices of the American Veteran. (WTC Photo)

Your diocesan website:www.amarillodiocese.org 
Open 24 hours, seven days a week 

Catholic Schools: 
An Investment in Country and Church
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Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle

Open position: Executive Director

Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle (CCTXP) in the Diocese of Amarillo is seeking an individual to lead the organization to help carry out the mission of Catholic 

Social Teaching through the agency’s programs and services. The Executive Director will be responsible for ensuring the vision and mission of CCTXP, supporting the value 

and dignity of human life by working to promote self-worth and indepedence, and striving to meet the  everchanging needs in the community through good stewardship 

and accountability. The successful applicant will work closely with the Bishop of Amarillo and the agency Board of Directors to set goals, lead, administer and direct all 

activities of CCTXP in accordance with policies and procedures. He/she will provide guidance and leadership in developing, organizing, implementing and evaluating all 

programs, services and staff, and make recommendations to the Board of Directors and the Bishop of Amarillo regarding policies, procedures and budgetary issues. 

Additionally, he/she will maintain and establish relationships with other organizations and networks.

Candidates should have a Master's degree in business administration or related field, leadership experience in working with a broad range of organizations, systems and 

people within the Church and within community at local, state and national levels. The position requires a practicing member of the Catholic Church who demonstrates 

knowledge and support for the philosophy and scope of the social work profession, with emphasis on Catholic Social Teaching. The position includes a competitive salary 

and benefits package, along with excellent working conditions.

Please send a cover letter and resume to:

Tammy Martin at tmartin@ccxtp.org          Or   

                                                                   

                                                        

                                                                    

                                                                                 

Nancy J. Koons, Executive Director, Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle

PO Box 15127

Amarillo, TX 79105

Amarillo—All five Catholic 
Schools in the Diocese of Amarillo 
will present Advent/Christmas pro-
grams, according to Father Robert A. 
Busch, Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools in the Diocese of Amarillo. 

• St. Mary’s Cathedral School 
will host its annual Light Up for 
Christ Christmas Program on Tues-
day, Dec. 6, beginning at 6:30pm 
with the presentation of Circle the 
World in the Monsignor Francis 
A. Smyer Activity Center at 1200 
South Washington. 

“Circle the World is an imagi-
native setting in which an elderly 
Mary and Joseph reminisce about 
the events surrounding the birth 
of Jesus, including their betrothal, 
the Roman call for a census, find-
ing lodging in a stable, the visit of 
the shepherds and the visit of the 
Magi,” said Michelle Correa, mu-
sic instructor/director of Extend-
ed Day at St. Mary’s Cathedral 

Catholic Schools Advent/Christmas Programs Set
School. “We invite everyone to 
journey with us to Bethlehem as 
we continue to prepare our hearts 
during the Advent season.”  

After the program, Knights of 
Columbus Council #1450 at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral will provide 
cookies and hot chocolate. 

• Holy Cross Catholic Acade-
my will present its annual Christ-
mas Concert Monday, Dec. 12 at 
7:00pm in the Monsignor Francis 
A. Smyer Activity Center at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 South 
Washington.

• At St. Joseph School, there 
will be two Christmas programs. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 13, Mon-
tessori through First Grade stu-
dents will present a Live Nativity 
and Sing Along from 6:00pm to 
6:45pm. On Thursday, Dec. 15, 
Second through Fifth Grade stu-
dents will present a Live Nativity 

and Sing Along, also from 6:00pm 
to 6:45pm. 

• In Dalhart at St. Anthony of 
Padua School, this year’s Advent 
Program, Christmas Is Jesus, will 
be presented on Thursday, Dec. 15 
at 6:00pm in the Parish Life Center 
at 410 East 13th Street.

 “This is a traditional Christmas 
presentation with Christmas music 
in a more contemporary, upbeat 
format,” said Stephanie Gaines, 
President of St. Anthony of Padua 
School. “The program is open to 
the public and we’ll have cookies 
and punch afterward.”

• Unwrap the Joy is the title of 
the Christmas play presented by 
students of St. Anthony School in 
Hereford. The program will be of-
fered Thursday, Dec. 15 at 6:00pm 
in St. Anthony’s Church at 115 
North 25 Mile Ave. The program is 
free and open to the public. 

Maria Moreno, left, and Lyric Cantu with the Panhandle Restau-
rant Group, Amarillo, were among those who served a Prime 
Dinner Dinner Nov. 12 to guests at the inaugural Fall Harvest 
Gala at St. Anthony School, Hereford. The evening included 
music from Lee Sheetz and Borderline and an opportunity to 
win a $500 Southwest Airlines Gift Card. All proceeds from the 
evening benefitted St. Anthony School. (WTC Photo)

Catholic Schools: 
Faith, Academics, Service
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PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
10 DAYS: MARCH 12-21, 2017

hosted by

FATHER TONY NEUSCH
and

ST. ANTHONY CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Only $3089 per person from Dallas
(Air/land tour price is $2449 pins $640 govt. taxes/airline surcharges)

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES:

Roundtrip Air from Dallas, $640 govt. taxes/airline surcharges, First

Class/Select Hotels, Most Meals,

Services of a professional Tour Director and Comprehensive Sightseeing,

All hotel service charges, porterage and entrances fees.

Visit Rome, Assisi, Florence, Padua and Venice

with Vatican City and a PAPAL AUDIENCE

For a brochure and more information contact:

Father Tony Neusch at (806) 570-5706 or email frneusch@gmail.com

SPACE IS LIMITED!!

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!!

Editor’s Note: The following 
is the first of a two-part story. 
For additional information re-
garding the instruction released 
by the Vatican last month on cre-
mation, please see the story on 
our diocesan website, www.ama-
rillodiocese.org. 

Amarillo—For those of the be-
lief that cremation is a trend in to-
day’s society, it’s a hypothesis that 
may need to be reconsidered. 

“One of the things that is driv-
ing the popularity of cremation 
is word of mouth,” said Joe A. 
Alonzo, Chief Operating Officer 
at Llano Cemetery Association. 
“People think it is simple, especial-
ly those who do not want to plan 
a funeral, thinking it is such a big 
deal. So, they ask to be cremated 
and have the ashes spread some-
where. In some cases, it is the cost 
of a funeral that helps determine 
that decision. 

“Research has shown it is not 
so much the cost but that crema-
tion seems to be what people want 
to do. On the west coast it is very 
popular and it has headed here (to 
Amarillo). It is simpler in some 
ways. I think maybe here it is be-
cause of the cost and not wanting 
to plan a funeral.”

“I would agree with Joe,” said 
Mark Blankenship, Executive Di-
rector at Llano Cemetery Asso-
ciation. “In fact, the Cremation 
Association of North America, 
North American National Funeral 

Should Cremation Be An Option?

Directors and International Crema-
tion and Cemetery and Funeral As-
sociation have done studies which 
do not list cost as the number one 
factor. The number one factor is 
convenience. Like many other 
cultural and religious norms that 
were prevalent a few decades ago, 
what’s considered acceptable as fi-
nal disposition of a human person 
has changed. In some cases it’s be-
come more a matter of personal in-
terpretation and convenience rather 
than family or religious tradition. 
It’s become more secular, more lib-
eralized and more informal.”

“One of the benefits people of-
ten claim is that we are a mobile 
society and people do not live in 
close proximity to one another. 
Families often live long distances 
from one another, making it diffi-
cult to get together within two or 
three days, which is typical of a 
traditional full body burial. 

“Cremation allows the fam-
ily to get together at a later time, 
sometimes months later. There is 
a convenience factor involved. As 
Joe mentioned, a lot of times, peo-
ple don’t want to cause a hassle. 
They think they are a burden on 
their family and do not want to be. 
Oftentimes we find their desires to 
be just the opposite when we talk 
to the family. Loved ones want to 
pay tribute to their family members 
who have passed.”

A subject that has also arisen 
when cremation is discussed: show-
ing dignity to the human person. 

“I have always felt the cremains 
should not be taken home, even be-
fore these new guidelines from the 
Vatican,” said Alonzo. “Individuals 
have told me that while cleaning rent-
al property houses they have found a 
box in the closet on a top shelf. The 
renter moved away and forgot about 
the cremains. Sometimes a box of 
cremains has been placed on some-
one’s gravesite. We don’t have any 
way of identifying them. We cannot 
record it. That is not a dignified way 
to handle the cremains. 

“Dignity does not mean scatter-
ing the ashes in the wind, either on 
a mountain or in a lake. I have nev-
er felt that was a proper way, even 
before the Vatican released these 
new instructions.”

“The dignity of the human per-
son is what caused Joe and me to 
reach out to Bishop (Patrick J.) Zu-
rek,” said Blankenship. “We some-
times visit with people who have 
chosen cremation and the cremains 
have been scattered and the family 

returns and regrets having scattered 
them. They’ve come to realize that 
they don’t have a place to come to 
where they can return and remem-
ber, no memorial to touch, no place 
to lay flowers, or it is not conve-
nient to go to the place where they 
scattered their loved one, which 
may be far away. Not only do they 
regret it, but they sometimes have 
serious emotional challenges to 
face as well. Even if the family 
takes the cremains home and plac-
es them on a shelf or a mantle, or 
puts them in jewelry, this is only 
a temporary placement. They will 
later be passed down to a child or 
grandchild and they might get lost. 
Joe and I both know stories; it is a 
real tragedy to us. 

“Llano Cemetery has many 
options for the permanent place-
ment of cremains. Just as import-
ant, there is a record of where that 
individual’s cremains are. Years 
from now there will be no doubt 
where the cremains are. If the fam-

A Trellis Columbarium at Llano Cemetery, Amarillo. (WTC 
Photo courtesy of Mark Blankenship)

ily doesn’t know where the cre-
mains were spread, it can become 
a real disconnect from generation 
to generation, deterioration in the 
cultural norms and standards of the 
family. Our purpose in reaching 
out to Bishop Zurek was to arrive 
cooperatively at an economical 
way to place cremains in a digni-
fied way, where they are perma-
nently recorded and where people 
have a place where they can come 
to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye.’ This 
may seem very simple, but it is 
true. People come to the cemetery 
to sit and talk with a loved one, say 
hello, see how they are doing, and 
then say goodbye until they see 
each other again. You cannot put a 
price on being able to do that. It is a 
very important part of the grieving 
process and the healing process as 
well. We see it all the time.”

In the Sunday, Jan. 15 issue of 
The West Texas Catholic: the cost 
of cremation. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 7
7:00pm

Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center
2100 North Spring • 383-1811

www.bdrc.org/gallery

Editor’s Note: Javier S. Mar-
tinez, Supreme Director/Special 
Assistant to the Supreme Knight 
for the Knights of Columbus, 
was in Amarillo Nov. 6 to meet 
with men of St. Joseph’s Church, 
Amarillo, about the possibility of 
establishing a Spanish-speaking 
Knights of Columbus Council. 
The West Texas Catholic posed 
these five questions.

Tell us about your involvement 
with the Knights of Columbus…

Currently I serve on the Board 
of Directors of the Knights of 
Columbus. In June 2015 our Su-
preme Knight, Mr. Carl Anderson, 
appointed me as assistant for His-
panic growth and development. 
As a Board member I serve on 
the Membership Committee, By-
laws Committee and the Appeals 
Committee. As an assistant to our 
Supreme Knight, I work with the 
various states and provinces in 
Canada to identify areas that have 
a potential for the growth of the 
Knights of Columbus among the 
Hispanic Catholics. Once the area 
is identified, I work with the State’s 
Knights of Columbus leadership, 

the Diocesan Hispanic Ministry 
Director, the parish and its parish-
ioners to help them recruit Hispan-
ic Catholics.

You have been given the re-
sponsibilities of establishing and 
building up Spanish-speaking 
Knights of Columbus Councils. 
One such council is in the works 
at St. Joseph’s Church in Ama-
rillo. What advice do you give to 
these councils as they get started?

A new council, whether it 
be Spanish-speaking or En-
glish-speaking has similar chal-
lenges as they begin the process of 
learning the workings of a success-
ful council.  A new council needs 
to find good men that are willing to 
and can lead the council to future 
success. As a council is in its infan-
cy, the men chosen to lead it, must 
take the time to learn the respon-
sibilities of their role as a council 
leader. This requires training, time 
and patience. The training is of-
fered by the Knights of Columbus 
either in person or via our website.  

I would also encourage the 
council establish a budget. With a 
budget the council can determine 

the money needed to raise to sup-
port their parish and their commu-
nity.  A calendar of events is criti-
cal. The council members can then 
determine which activities they 
can participate in. In establishing 
a budget and a calendar, the Grand 
Knight or his representative should 
have monthly meetings with the 
pastor to determine the availability 
of the parish and its meeting rooms 
and to determine what is needed 
within the parish that the council 
can help with.  

Why it is so important to 
“Supreme” to establish Span-
ish-speaking Councils in the Unit-
ed States, specifically in Texas?

There are approximately 54 mil-
lion Hispanics in the United States 
as of 2013.  Approximately 14 mil-
lion speak only Spanish at home. 
The concern is that Hispanic Cath-
olics were not joining the Knights 
because they did not speak English 
and did not feel comfortable be-
longing to an English-speaking 
council. With a council dedicat-
ed to Spanish-speaking Hispanic 
Catholic Knights, they would find 
a common bond of fraternity and 

unity within the parish. Even if the 
Hispanic Catholic did speak some 
English, they felt more comfort-
able conducting a meeting in their 
native language.  

Texas, along with California, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Florida and 
a few other states have a very large 
Hispanic population. It is believed 
that need for Spanish speaking coun-
cils in these states is greater than in 
other states. Although, as of today, 
almost every state in the U.S. has at 
least one Spanish speaking council.  

Where do you hope to see in the 
next five to ten years with these 
new Spanish-speaking Councils?

Every new council whether 
Spanish speaking or English has 
“growing pains” as it finds itself. 
With the proper leadership, support 
from the pastor, from the commu-
nity and with proper training, these 
councils will survive and thrive in 
the next five to ten years. In order 
for a council to thrive, it has to de-
velop programs for the family, the 
parish and the community. There 
are several programs that are sug-
gested by our Supreme leadership. 
For example, distribution of food, 

Coats for Kids, Wheelchair Pro-
gram, Special Olympics, Habitat 
for Humanity and many more.  
However, what will keep a council 
active is to develop its own pro-
grams that work best for their par-
ish and community. 

For example, fish fries during 
Lent, spaghetti dinners, breakfasts, 
blood drives, baby bottle drives, 
conducting a lunch or dinner in 
support of the pastor(s), the dea-
cons, the ministers, ushers, alter 
servers, etc.

An active council will keep the 
membership involved and help re-
cruit new members. This will keep 
the council as active part of the parish.

The final word in this conver-
sation is yours…

If we look at Hispanic Catholics 
throughout the US, we see constant 
growth. The Spanish-speaking His-
panic Catholics are normally immi-
grants. As such we need something 
available to them to help them keep 
their language, culture and tradition 
while providing them with opportu-
nities for more involvement in their 
parish and community and grow 
more deeply in their Faith.
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• Deacons are most visible in 
the parish as they assist the priest 
at Mass. However, their prima-
ry responsibility is the Ministry 
of Charity. The deacon cares for 
the poor and forgotten.  He is a 
minister of peace and justice in 
the community. “Deacon” means 
“servant,” thus he is considered an 
“Icon of Christ,” who came not to 
be served but to serve.

“No matter what specific func-
tions a deacon performs, they flow 
from his sacramental identity with 
Christ,” said Deacon Westlake. 

“Most deacons are married, 
have secular occupations and min-
ister outside work hours.  Deacons 
do not receive financial compen-
sation for their diaconal services, 
unless they are employed full time 
in various diocesan and/or parish 
positions.”

Permanent Deacons give wit-
ness to the spirituality of a married 
person who works in the world, 
according to Deacon Westlake. 
Wives go through the entire forma-
tion program with their husbands 
and many become involved in lay 
ministry either in conjunction with 
their husbands or on their own and 
are a dynamic gift to their parish.  

“Deacons have their origin in 
the New Testament and in partic-
ular the books of the Acts of the 
Apostles and Timothy,” said Dea-
con Westlake. “The diaconate was 
in existence for several hundred 
years, but in the Latin rite, grad-
ually evolved into a transitional 
step toward the priesthood. During 
World Wars I and II, the concept of 
the diaconate was redeveloped and 

promulgated by the Second Vat-
ican Council into the permanent 
diaconate as we now have, though 
its identity continues to grow and 
evolve. 

“There are number of famous 
deacons throughout history, in-
cluding Martyr St. Stephen, one of 
the original seven; St. Ephrem, St. 
Anthanasius, St. Lawrence and St. 
Francis, just to name a few.”

This deacon formation class of 
2016 began in July 2011, requir-
ing a significant time commitment 
averaging 64 or more hours per 
month during the 4½ year process, 
according to Deacon Westlake. 

“Each year is comprised of no 
less than 11 full weekends, one 
weekend per month,” he said. 
“These eight men, along with their 
dedicated wives, made it through a 
rigorous formation program, which 
includes considerable emphasis on 
academics, pastoral, human and 
spiritual development, plus prayer/
study group meetings, parish in-
ternship and charity ministry. This 
class has been through quite a lot 
together and have become like 
brothers and sisters in Faith.”

These new deacons join 36 
permanent deacons who actively 
minister in the Diocese of Amaril-
lo, thus increasing to 42, serving 
in 28 parishes. Seven deacons are 
retired and two deacons recently 
passed away. The diaconate has 
been serving the Diocese of Ama-
rillo since October 1977, when the 
first class was ordained by Bishop 
Lawrence M. DeFalco. Addition-
al classes were ordained in 1981, 
1988 and 1996 by Bishop Leroy 

T. Matthiesen; 2001 and 2006 by 
Bishop John W. Yanta; and, 2011 
by Bishop Patrick J. Zurek.

Newly ordained deacons often 
begin their ministry in the parish 
where they live but because of their 
promise of obedience to the Bish-
op, they may be transferred, like 
any cleric, to meet the needs of the 
diocese.

The following will be ordained 
Permanent Deacons: 

• Michael Anzaldua and his 
wife, Jovita, of St. Anthony of Pad-
ua Church, Dalhart;

• Robert Aranda and his wife, 
Linda, of St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Amarillo;

• Jose Castañeda and his wife, 
Erika, of St. Joseph’s Church, Am-
arillo;

• Joe Hochstein and his wife, 
Angela, of Holy Family Church, 
Nazareth;

• Brian Lewis and his wife, Cin-
dy, of St. Ann’s Church, Canyon;

• Ricardo “Richard” Martinez 
and his wife, Bonnie, of Immacu-
late Conception Church, Dimmitt;

• Mark McVay and his wife, 
Ginger, of St. Vincent de Paul 
Church, Pampa; and,

• Davin Winger and his wife, 
Teague, of Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church, Spearman.

Thumbnail sketches of the eight 
diaconate candidates can be found 
on pages 14 and 15 of this issue of 
The West Texas Catholic. 

For those unable to attend the 
Ordination Mass, the Mass will 
be broadcast on St. Valentine Ra-
dio, 1360AM, KDJW, beginning at 
10:20am. 

Deacons... from page 1

Monsignor Michael Colwell, JCL, left, pastor of St. Anthony 
of Padua Church and St. Mary’s Church, Texline, chats with 
Donald A. De Jong, chief executive officer of AgriVision Farm 
Management Nov. 9 prior to a Mass at Northside Farms, 10 
miles east of Hartley. (WTC Photo) 

East of Hartley—More than 
200 people gathered Nov. 9 to cel-
ebrate Mass and share a meal at 
Northside Farms, 10 miles east of 
Hartley.

Monsignor Michael Colwell, 
JCL, pastor of St. Anthony of Pad-
ua Church, Dalhart and St. Mary’s 
Church, Texline, presided at the 
Mass. 

The dairy is one of three owned 
by Donald A. and Cheri De Jong, 
parishioners at St. Anthony of Pad-
ua Church, who are the primary 
officers for AgriVision Farm Man-
agement. Their nephews, Nick and 
Dan De Jong are also part of the 
farming operations.

“This is the fifth year we’ve had 
a Mass and Meal,” said Cheri De 
Jong, who serves as Chief Finan-
cial Officer for AgriVision. “We 
realize that many of our employees 
are Catholic. We at AgriVision are 
a family and our Faith is a big part 
of our family. We wanted to be able 
to share with our work family the 
Catholic Mass and share a meal of 
Thanksgiving.” 

According to Donald A. De 
Jong, AgriVision Chief Executive 

Faith, Family Shared At Dairy Mass
Officer, the company employs 
more than 400 workers who are 
mostly Hispanic. De Jong believes 
more than 70 to 80% of the work 
force are Catholic.

“It is very special to have Mass 
on our farm near our cows and on 
our farmland,” said Donald A. De 
Jong. “Celebrating a Mass in the 
outdoors and in the clean, fresh air 
is something special to appreciate 
God’s great gifts.”

How important is your Catholic 
Faith to your business?

“Our Catholic Faith is extreme-
ly important,” said Cheri De Jong. 
“We have been active members of 
St. Anthony of Padua Church and 
have raised three daughters to be 
good Catholic women. We also 
realize that our Faith guides us in 
our decisions, our interactions with 
others and the way we conduct our-
selves on a daily basis.

“This Faith is what guides us 
to make wise decisions, treat oth-
ers fairly and to do what is right,” 
said Donald A. De Jong. “It is what 
helps us be successful in business 
and have a good reputation in the 
agriculture industry.”

Stratford—The date has changed 
for the annual Enchilada Dinner to 
benefit St. Joseph’s Church. 

The dinner will now take place 
on Sunday, Dec. 18, from 10:30am 
to 3:00pm at the Sherman County 
Barn, off Highway 287 to the east. 

Three Beef, cheese and chick-

Date For Enchilada Dinner Changed
en enchiladas will be served for a 
suggested donation of $8.00 per 
person. 

Advanced tickets for the meal 
are still available. For additional 
information or to purchase tickets, 
contact the parish office at 806-
366-5687. 

Amarillo—All women through-
out the Diocese of Amarillo are in-
vited to attend the next Women’s 
Prayer Brunch, set for Saturday, 
Dec. 10. 

The brunch, sponsored by Ama-
rillo Rejoicers, will be served from 
9:45am to 11:30am at the Amarillo 
Club on the 30th floor of the Chase 
Towers at 600 South Tyler.  

In addition to brunch, the morn-
ing will include prayer and wor-
ship, testimony and teaching as 
well as individual prayer for those 

Women’s Prayer Brunch Dec. 10
in need, according to Disciple of 
the Lord Jesus Christ Sister Eliza-
beth Ann Dockery. 

Once again this year, the Prayer 
Brunch is a ticketed event, accord-
ing to Dr. Meganne Walsh. Tickets 
are $15.00 each and can be pur-
chased in one of three ways: 

• At Top of Texas Catholic Su-
perstore in the Signature at 2500 
South Coulter; 

• Through the U.S. mail by 

sending a check for $15.00 to Nor-
ma Frausto, 3801 South Roberts, 
Amarillo, 79118. Please make 
checks out to M. Walsh MD; or, 

• Online at www.facebook.com/
amarillo.rejoicers. 

Tickets purchased through the 
U.S. mail or online can be picked 
up the day of the brunch at a will 
call table. 

The deadline to purchase ad-
vance tickets is Wednesday, Dec. 7. 
Tickets will not be sold at the door.

 “Christ has gone to heaven, and at the same time, He gives Himself to us as our nour-
ishment in the Sacred Host.”

—St. Josemaria Escrivá
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Reserve your seat by calling the Retreat Center at 383.1811

Benefitting the 

Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center
Friday, Dec. 9 

Christmas Luncheon / Bake Sale / Silent Auction

Annual

10:00 doors open for shopping in the
            bake sale and silent auction
11:45 Lunch will be served
12:45 Special Program in the chapel

Tickets now on sale through the Retreat Center    $30 per person
The program is by Mykel Byersmith, Music Director at St. Ann’s Church, Canyon
Food is by BDRC Executive Chef Joni Prater
Call if you would like to donate baked goods for the bake sale

2100 North Spring           Amarillo
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Editor’s Note: The following are thumbnail sketches of the eight men scheduled to be ordained to the Permanent Diaconate by Bishop Patrick J. Zurek during a 10:30am Mass 

Saturday, Dec. 3 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 South Washington. Content has been edited to fit this space. The full thumbnail sketches can be found on the diocesan website, 
www.amarillodiocese.org.

Michael Anzaldua

Name: Michael Anzaldua
Parish: St. Anthony of Padua, Dalhart 
Occupation: Self-employed 
Wife’s Name: Jovita Anzaldua 
Children’s names: Michael An-
thony, Kimberly Ann, Matthew 
Alan and Mark Andrew

How did your wife react when 
you told her of your interest in be-
coming a Permanent Deacon? “I 
honestly can’t remember what her 
reaction was when I brought up the 
idea of becoming a deacon, but I 
do know that me becoming a dea-
con could not be possible without 
the support of such an amazing 
woman. I think we all need to un-
derstand that behind every good 
man, stands a very strong woman.

You have worked with youth at 

the parish level. As a deacon, how 
does that change your approach to-
ward vocations? “I would begin by 
explaining that a vocation is a more 
than just a calling, it’s a calling from 
God. The fact that I chose to answer 
God’s calling to the diaconate, al-
lows me to be open and gives me 
the ability to talk to the youth about 
being open to what God is calling 
them to be. I also share with them 
the difficulties that came from an-
swering a call and have asked them 
to journey with me and to pray for 
me in my journey as I pray for them 
in their journey.  

“I also expressed to the youth 
that their vocation may come in 
many different forms.  Accepting a 
vocation does not necessarily mean 
becoming a priest or a nun; one can 
also accept a vocation by becom-
ing a consecrated man or woman. 
The call to accept a vow of celiba-
cy, and even being a good husband, 
wife, father or mother, can also be 
a vocation, and of course becoming 
a deacon. The key is to always be 
open to what God is calling us to 
be. One must always keep in mind 
that God is always calling us to be 
so much more than what we are 
willing to accept.”

Robert Aranda

Name: Robert Aranda Jr.
Parish: St. Mary’s Cathedral, Am-
arillo
Occupation: Executive Assistant 
to Bishop Patrick J. Zurek
Wife’s Name: Linda G. Aranda
Children’s names: Matthew Pena, 
Nicholas Aranda, Ezekiel Aranda

Define the term Permanent 
Deacon: “The Permanent Deacon 
is an ordained minister of the Cath-
olic Church. The Permanent Dea-

con, a ministry restored by Bless-
ed Paul VI after recommendation 
by the Second Vatican Council, is 
ordained after a four to four-and-
a-half-year period of formation. 
Most deacons balance work, fam-
ily life and their ministry.”

How will your ministry as a 
deacon tie in with your position at 
the Diocesan Pastoral Center and 
St. Mary’s Cathedral?

“I am not sure how the positions 
will work together; I just have to 
trust that they will. I plan to contin-
ue to work with our Bishop and will 
serve him in my position at the chan-
cery in the day-to-day assignments.  

“God willing, I will be ordained 
to serve in the Diocese of Amaril-
lo. If my assignment ends up being 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral then I will 
work with that parish’s rector to 
assist him in whatever ministries 
necessary.” 

Jose Castañeda

Name: Jose Joaquin Castañeda
Parish: St. Joseph’s, Amarillo 
Occupation: Mechanic Manager
Wife’s Name: Ericka Alejandra 
Castañeda
Children’s names: Jose Joa-
quin Castañeda Jr., Miguel Angel 
Castañeda, Sandra Angelita Castañe-
da, Ericka Alejandra Castañeda and 
Jennifer Marie Castañeda

How have you grown spiritu-
ally over the last few years? “My 
growth has been in trusting more in 
God and this helps me to see life in 
a different way.”

What do you perceive your min-
istry will be at St. Joseph’s Church? 
“Sharing my time and knowledge 
with our community and assisting 
Father Hector (J. Madrigal) in ev-
ery possible way. And keeping in 
touch with our homebound. I’m 
looking forward to my new life as 
a deacon.”

Priests 
Birthdays

Priests in the Diocese of Ama-
rillo celebrating birthdays in No-
vember and December include:

Monsignor Harold Waldow
Nov. 7

Father José Ramón Molina
Nov. 13

Monsignor Cal Stalter
Nov. 16

Monsignor Rex Nicholl
Dec. 3

Father John Valdez
Dec. 4

Father Gregory Bunyan
Dec. 8

Joe Hochstein

Name: Joseph M. Hochstein
Parish: Holy Family, Nazareth
Occupation: Farmer
Wife’s Name: Angela Hochstein
Children’s names: Allyson Zunk-
er, Anthony Hochstein and Mi-
chelle Macha 

How has participation in the 
permanent diaconate process 
changed your life? “My prayer life 

has definitely improved. My wife 
says that I am more at peace with 
myself and that I understand her 
and others better. I have become 
more aware of the needs in our 
Church Community.”

You are the sixth deacon to be 
ordained for Holy Family Church. 
What advice have you received 
from Deacon Jerome Brockman, 
who was in the first class of Per-
manent Deacons for the Diocese of 
Amarillo and Deacon Bob Birken-
feld, who was in the last class?

“From Deacon Jerome: ‘You 
don’t have to be like me or the oth-
er deacons. Just be yourself and 
you will be fine.’

“From Deacon Bob: ‘The most 
important thing is to always meet 
people where they are and work from 
there. If you presume they are at a 
place spiritually that they are not, you 
run the risk of scaring them off.’” 

Brian Lewis

Name: Brian Lewis
Parish: St. Ann’s, Canyon
Occupation: Digital Learning Lead-
er, Amarillo ISD
Wife’s Name: Cindy Lewis

You are a convert to the Catho-
lic Faith. What led you to become 
a member of the Church? “One of 
the first steps on my journey to-
wards the Catholic Church was a 
conversation I had with a friend 
almost 20 years before entering the 
Church regarding how we got the 
Bible; how the canon of scripture 
was determined. I had really never 
thought of this before. My friend’s 
argument was that the Catholic 
Church was the authoritative body, 
directed by the Holy Spirit, which 
determined which books were and 
which books were not part of sa-
cred scripture. He went on to chal-

lenge me with this question, “If the 
Catholic Church had the authority 
to determine the table of contents 
of the Bible, when did the Church 
cease to be the authoritative voice 
in other matters of Faith?”

“The Lord gently and persistent-
ly fueled that spark of wonder and 
curiosity for many years to follow, 
leading my wife, Cindy, and me to 
live and work, teaching school in 
two very Catholic countries, Mex-
ico and Brazil. One cold, February 
Sunday, Cindy and I decided to vis-
it St. Ann’s Church in Canyon. We 
quickly realized that this church, the 
Catholic Church, was where God 
was calling us. We were blessed to 
go through the RCIA process, and, 
thanks be to God, together entered 
the Church at the Easter Vigil the 
following year. 

What is your role for your wife’s 
group at St. Ann’s Church, the St. 
Kateri Single Ladies? “The group 
meets at our home on Monday 
evenings, and includes dinner, dis-
course, study and prayer. Something 
they may not be aware of is that I try 
to time my return to the house just 
as the meeting is finishing, so that I 
can overhear their closing prayer. It 
is a beautiful thing to hear a group 
of young ladies sincerely recite, 
each week, Philippians 4:8.”

Thanks for reading 
The West Texas 

Catholic
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“Smoke hung heave. Fire hissed in the grass. Below, in the 
crags of a canyon, juniper trees exploded into balls of fire.”

Wildfire: Homilies from the High Plains explores the rugged 

terrain of canyon rims, emergency rooms and detox centers. 

Father Schmitmeyer, pastor of St. Hyacinth Church, Amarillo, takes his 

listeners from the grit and gravel of truck stops and track meets, through 

the doors of his neighborhood church and into the mystery of God.

 

Wildfire: Homilies from the High Plains is available in print and 

electronic format from Amazon.

FATHER JIM SCHMITMEYER

Ricardo “Richard” Martinez

Name: Ricardo “Richard” Martinez
Parishes: Immaculate Conception, 
Dimmitt and St. John Nepomu-
cene, Hart
Occupation: C.H.S. Inc.
Wife’s name: Bonnie B. Martinez
Children names: Ricardo “Rich-
ard” Jr., Eric, and Kathleen

Why do you feel you were called 
to the Permanent Diaconate?

“I am a true believer that God 
works in mysterious ways that got 
me in to this ministry. Being a cra-
dle Catholic, It never crossed my 
mind in becoming a Deacon. The 
call started when I got involved 
in the Church, going to numerous 
youth and adult retreats and getting 
to spend the time with priests, dea-
cons, sisters and Faithful friends. 
In time, I was asked by various 

priests and deacons if I would 
consider going into Diaconal For-
mation. Through prayers during 
discernment and the requirements, 
everything fell into place.

“My wife supported my deci-
sion, required paperwork was a 
cinch, my Catholic boss and co-
workers gave me total support and 
as I passed my physical, I find out 
she’s also a Catholic doctor. From 
then on, I knew that the Holy Spirit 
had me on track.”

How have Deacons John Niño 
and Paul Herrera helped you in 
your discernment and studies?

“My Spiritual Director Deacon 
John and his wife Feliz and Dea-
con Paul and his wife Olivia were 
very supportive, willing to answer 
any questions I might have and to 
stay in prayer both in discernment 
and studies. They told me to do 
everything that I was asked to do 
and to work toward being obedi-
ent. Both deacons always ask me 
to go hands-on with them to par-
ticipate in Vigils, Funeral Masses, 
Quinceañeras and Sunday Masses. 
Our Mentor Deacon, Pablo Mo-
rales and his wife Delisa have also 
had a big impact in my wife and 
I lives as we were discerning and 
studying. They were always will-
ing to help.”

Mark McVay

Name: Mark McVay
Parish: St. Vincent de Paul, Pampa
Occupation: Chief Financial Of-
ficer for a privately owned family 
business
Wife’s Name: Ginger McVay
Children’s names: Natalie Kirk-
land, Stephanie Gilchrist and Trev-
or McVay

If there was a path not taken 
in your life, what was it and what 
would have happened had you tak-
en that path? “In 2010 I attended 
an ACTS retreat. Attending that 
ACTS retreat was the turning point 

on a whole new spiritual life that 
I never dreamed or imagined. It 
started a fire in me, a desire to grow 
spiritually, that I had never experi-
enced before. If I would not have 
gone down that path, I would have 
missed out on so much. I thank God 
for sending me down this path.  It 
is incredible how one simple thing 
can led to so much joy.”

With your ordination, you will 
be the first functioning deacon at 
St. Vincent de Paul Church in the 
past 17+ years.  What do you an-
ticipate your ministries to be? “I 
really don’t have any idea what 
God has in store for me. One thing 
that I have definitely experienced 
during Diaconate Formation was 
how my eyes have been opened to 
so many ways to serve our Parish 
and community. Fear and insecurity 
had kept me from serving in many 
of these ministries. I am constant-
ly looking back saying, WOW, I 
am doing things I never dreamed I 
would be doing. That’s what I hope 
and pray will continue.”

Davin Winger

Name: Davin Winger
Parishes: Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Spearman and Cristo Redentor, 
Gruver

Occupation: Assistant Professor 
of Business, Oklahoma Panhandle 
State University
Wife’s Name: Teague Winger
Children’s names: Ryan Wing-
er, Reid Winger and Leigh Anne 
Winger

Being a Permanent Deacon 
is…” Being a Permanent Deacon 
is to ‘share in Christ’s mission and 
grace in a special way’ by being a 
servant to the parish, diocese and 
the bishop. A deacon is to be a ‘ser-
vant of all’ (Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church #1570). 

You and your wife have been ac-
tive in Retrouvaille for many years. 
As a deacon, how does this help 

you in your ministry? “Teague and 
I attended our first Retrouvaille 
Weekend in 2005, and the Retrou-
vaille Marriage Ministry has bless-
ed our marriage immensely. We 
have been blessed to witness the 
power of the Holy Spirit and His 
work in marriages participating in 
Retrouvaille. 

“It’s my hope that as a deacon 
I will be able to serve and pray 
for couples attending Retrouvaille 
Weekends and that Teague and I 
can also make the availability of 
this weekend for hurting couples 
in the Diocese of Amarillo better 
known in the panhandle and sur-
rounding area.” 
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Amarillo St. Laurence  41,420 14,340 6,729
Amarillo Our Lady of Vietnam 8,361 2,643 2,643
Amarillo Blessed Sacrament 24,789 25,258 14,763
Amarillo Our Lady of Guadalupe 26,394 25,951 7,931
Amarillo St. Francis of Assisi 10,046 10,760 9,410
Amarillo St. Hyacinth's 33,219 37,050 27,640
Amarillo St. Martin de Porres 11,342 3,238 3,238
Amarillo St. Joseph's 36,842 39,642 20,546
Amarillo St. Mary's Cathedral 149,230 176,584 99,244
Amarillo St. Thomas the Apostle 163,202 171,192 127,169
Booker St. Peter's 5,937 6,730 1,984
Borger St. John's 34,951 29,270 21,124
Bovina St. Ann's, Bovina 12,425 14,165 9,445
Cactus Our Lady of Guadalupe 5,655 11,890 3,985
Canadian Sacred Heart 18,929 15,453 9,733
Canyon St. Ann's, Canyon 52,008 59,779 34,209
Childress Holy Angels 6,919 6,836 4,661
Clarendon St. Mary's 2,970 3,050 2,260
Dalhart St. Anthony's 69,933 64,258 53,968
Dimmitt Immaculate Conception 12,080 11,364 4,539
Dumas Sts. Peter and Paul 36,328 37,635 15,185
Friona St. Theresa's 9,488 11,885 3,980
Groom Immaculate Heart 11,288 12,160 8,850
Gruver Cristo Redentor 4,372 4,232 1,102
Happy Holy Name 2,004 3,300 2,470
Hart St. John's 5,738 5,507 1,862
Hereford St. Anthony's 56,408 56,471 45,332
Hereford San Jose 31,309 34,231 10,741
Kress St. Paul's 4,178 3,520 2,020
Memphis Sacred Heart 2,865 3,115 1,725
Nazareth Holy Family 35,289 37,411 29,561
Pampa St. Vincent de Paul 45,244 51,035 32,760
Panhandle St. Theresa's 11,465 10,023 8,723
Perryton Immaculate Conception 29,266 29,455 14,215
Quitaque St. Juan Diego 1,809 2,450 1,305
Shamrock St. Patrick's 8,814 9,326 8,916
Silverton Our Lady of Loreto 2,391 2,270 965
Spearman Sacred Heart 25,579 14,585 9,115
Stinnett St. Ann's 2,931 4,250 3,340
Stratford St. Joseph's 6,088 12,175 4,210
Sunray Christ the King 4,749 3,608 2,818
Texline St. Mary's 2,697 1,891 1,891
Tulia Church of the Holy Spirit 13,360 12,145 6,833
Turkey St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 1,075 847 847
Umbarger St. Mary's 17,082 17,806 10,993
Vega Immaculate Conception 18,323 13,273 12,123
Wellington Our Mother of Mercy 3,685 2,895 1,745
Wheeler St. Mary's 6,000 2,863 2,693
White Deer Sacred Heart 8,394 5,415 5,125

  1,134,871 1,135,232 716,666

St. Cecilia
Died 230 or 250

Virgin and Martyr
Memorial

Feast Day: Nov. 22
There are few verifiable facts 

about the life of St. Cecilia. 
Legend says that she was a 

young Christian woman who 

converted her husband, Valerian, 
and his brother, Tiburtius, both 
of whom were martyred for their 
Faith. It was a dangerous time to 
be a Christian, and St. Cecilia, too, 
was put to death. 

It may be that this early martyr 
was a musician. Images of St. Cecil-
ia often include a viola or small or-

gan, and she has been acclaimed as 
the patron saint of sacred music and 
musicians since the 15th century. 

In the Office of Readings for 
Nov. 22, St. Augustine urges, “Let 
us sing a new song not with our 
lips but with our lives… Every one 
of us tries to discover how to sing 
to God.” How do I “sing to God?” 

What gifts and talents do I have to 
offer to the Lord? Are gratitude and 
good stewardship the testimony, 
not only of my lips, but of my life?

Steward Saints, from the book 
Steward Saints for Every Day, 
written by Sharon Hueckel ©1999 
the National Catholic Steward-
ship Council. 

Catholic Student Center at 
West Texas A&M University

2610 4th Avenue
Canyon, 79015
806-655-4345

www.wtcsc.com
Father S. Christopher Schwind, 

Chaplain/Executive Director
Betty Aragon, 

Assistant Director
Mass and Activity Schedule:

Sundays:
5:30pm, Mass
6:30pm, Dessert 

Mondays:
9:00am-6:00pm, Adoration
Free lunch at noon

Wednesdays:
4:30pm, Confession
5:30pm, Catholic U
6:30pm, Mass
7:00pm, Free Home-cooked Meal
7:30pm, Activity

Thursdays:
7:00pm, Rose Garden/Thorn Bush

Amarillo—Want to see the Dal-
las Cowboys in AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington?

Covenant Teen is offering the 
opportunity to win a pair of tick-
ets to the Monday, Dec. 26 football 
game between the Cowboys and 
the Detroit Lions. 

Tickets for the chance to win 
in the Hands and Feet Raffle are 
$5.00 each. The winning ticket will 
be drawn on Saturday, Dec. 17, on 
Pope Francis’ birthday. In addition 
to the tickets, the winner will re-
ceive a $100 hotel gift card and a 
$50 restaurant gift card. 

For additional details or to pur-
chase a ticket, go online to www.
covenantteen/hands-and-feet.com. 
Proceeds from the fundraiser will 
assist Covenant Teen in its ministry 
in the Diocese of Amarillo.

Cowboys Tickets Top Prize 
In Covenant Teen Raffle
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Amarillo—A Retrouvaille Week-
end will be offered in the Diocese of 
Amarillo Friday, Jan. 6 through Sun-
day, Jan. 8 at the Bishop DeFalco Re-
treat Center, 2100 North Spring.

Here are some frequently asked 
questions about Retrouvaille:

What is a Retrouvaille Program?
The word Retrouvaille™ (pro-

nounced re-tro-vi with a long i.) is 
a French word meaning “rediscov-
ery.” The program offers tools need-
ed to rediscover a loving marriage 
relationship. Thousands of couples 
headed for cold, unloving relation-
ships or divorce have successfully 
overcome their marriage problems 
by attending the program.

The Retrouvaille Program con-
sists of a weekend experience 
combined with a series of six to 
twelve post-weekend sessions over 
three months. It provides the tools 
to help put a couple’s marriage in 
order again. The main emphasis of 
the program is on communication 
in marriage between husband and 
wife. It will give couples the op-
portunity to rediscover each other 
and examine their lives together in 
a new and positive way.

What the Program is not.
It is not a retreat, marriage 

counseling, or a sensitivity group. 
There are neither group dynamics 
nor group discussions on the week-
end. It is not a time for hurting; it is 
a time for healing.

Who is it for?
It is for couples with marital 

problems including those who are 
considering marriage separation 
and those who are already separated 
or divorced that want marriage help.

Some couples come to Retrou-

Retrouvaille Weekend Scheduled Jan. 6-8
vaille during the initial signs of a 
marriage problem. Other couples 
are in a state of despair and hope-
lessness when they attend the pro-
gram. These latter couples often 
consider the Retrouvaille program 
their final option.

Many lawyers and judges send 
couples to Retrouvaille as a prereq-
uisite to filing for a divorce or ren-
dering final decisions. Many mar-
riage counselors send their clients 
to Retrouvaille as a prerequisite to 
marriage counseling. These pro-
fessionals know that the tools of 
communication in marriage taught 
in the program are often what cou-
ples need.

The Retrouvaille program is not 
designed nor intended for couples 
in a co-habitating relationship.

Do I have to be Catholic?
Retrouvaille is Catholic in ori-

gin. Couples of all faiths and those 
with no faith tradition are welcome 
and encouraged to attend.

The program is not designed to 
promote a specific religion. Athe-
ists, agnostics and those of various 
religions are respected for their be-
liefs and encouraged to attend for 
the benefit of their marriage.

No attempt is made to convert 
anyone to a religion. Saving a mar-
riage is the focus. The ultimate 
goal of Retrouvaille is solely to 
help save marriages.

For confidential information 
about the weekend or to register, 
contact Paul and Patty Miguel at 
806-420-1520. Inquiries can also 
be sent via email to retropaira-
marillo@gmail.com. More infor-
mation about Retrouvaille can also 
be found online at www.helpour-
marriage.com. 

Turkey with all the trimmings was on the menu Nov. 6 during the 12th annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner served by the St. Therese Women’s Group at Immaculate Conception Church, Dimmitt. 
Manning the grill, left to right, are parishioners Margarito Garza, Johnny Leal and obscured 
behind Leal, Pete Salinas. (WTC Photo)

Amarillo—The annual Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center Christmas 
Luncheon is set for Friday, Dec. 9 
at the Retreat Center, 2100 North 
Spring. 

Tickets for the luncheon are $30 
per person and on sale through the 
Retreat Center, according to BDRC 
executive director Linda Astuto.

The doors will open at 10:00am 
for shopping in the Bake Sale and 
placing bids in the Silent Auction. 
Those not attending the luncheon 
are welcome to purchase items 
available at the Bake Sale. 

Annual Retreat Center Christmas Luncheon
Lunch will be served at 11:45, 

with the meal prepared by Joni 
Prater, the new Executive Chef at 
the BDRC. Lunch will be followed 
by a special program presented by 
Mykel Byersmith, Music Director 
at St. Ann’s Church, Canyon, in the 
Holy Family Chapel at 12:45.

Donations of baked goods 
are still needed for the bake sale. 
Please call Astuto or Linda Duran-
te at 383-1811 for additional infor-
mation or to purchase a ticket for 
the annual luncheon. 
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Nota Editorial: La presente 

conversación originalmente se 
transmitió por Radio Católica 
Saint Valentine, 1360AM, KDJW 
durante el 11º RadioThon anual.

West Texas Catholic: Obispo 
Zurek, nuestra sociedad jamás 
podría decir “gracias” en exceso. 
En la Diócesis de Amarillo 
tenemos tanto qué agradecer…

Obispo Patrick J. Zurek: 
La generosidad de poder dar las 
gracias y de poder decir “gracias” 
libremente con naturalidad y con 
sinceridad, en cierto sentido es 
por su propia cuenta un don que 
brota del amor de Dios, el amor 
que Dios tiene por nosotros. 
San Juan escribió en su primera 
carta a la comunidad, “En esto 
está el amor: no es que nosotros 
hayamos amado a Dios, sino que 
él nos amó y envió a su Hijo como 
víctima por nuestros pecados. 
Queridos, si Dios nos amó de 
esta manera, también nosotros 
debemos amarnos mutuamente…
así sabemos que permanecemos 
en Dios y él en nosotros…Dios 
es amor y el que permanece en el 
amor permanece en Dios y Dios 
en él.”

Debemos preguntarnos, ¿podría 
alguien tener la capacidad de 
amar y por amor tener gratitud 
sin haber sido amado primero? 
Es de esperarse que nacimos de 
padres amorosos. Una mamá y un 
papá que con amor nos cargaron, 
pasaron noches en vela cuando 
éramos infantes y nos ayudaron 
a crecer y que tan sólo por amor 
sacrificaron tanto durante toda 
la vida. Han recibido el amor de 
sus padres, pero debemos trazar 
hasta Dios las raíces de ese amor. 
Tanto nos ama Dios que pensó en 
nosotros y en cierto sentido no 
podía estar sin nosotros y nos crió. 
Nos dio la vida. Debemos estar 
agradecidos por eso. Nos dio una 
familia amorosa; nos dio amigos. 
Nuestra gratitud también debe 
corresponder. En sentido muy real 
decimos que Dios es amor. Puesto 
que decimos lo que la Escritura 
nos enseña que fuimos creados 
a imagen y semejanza de Dios, 
sabemos que fuimos creados por 
el amor, en el amor y para el amor. 
Por todo esto debemos dar gracias.

Cuando San Pablo escribió a la 
Iglesia en Roma, dijo con certeza 
que la gratitud debe empezar en 

el amor, amados por Dios y del 
amor fluye la gratitud. Escribió así: 
“Todo lo que se puede conocer de 
Dios lo tienen ante sus ojos, pues 
Dios se lo manifestó. Lo que Él es 
y que no podemos ver ha pasado a 
ser visible gracias a la creación del 
universo, y por sus obras captamos 
algo de su eternidad, de su poder y 
de su divinidad”. De modo que no 
tienen disculpa; como lo dice esta 
frase “A pesar de que conocían a 
Dios, no le rindieron honores ni le 
dieron gracias”. Pablo vio la falta de 
generosidad, vio la ingratitud como 
un gran pecado. En este país hemos 
tenido gran bendición; la bendición 
de nuestra iglesia. Debemos estar 
agradecidos por nuestras familias, 
amistades y por el amor de Dios.

Miren en el mundo la belleza de 
la creación. Como nos recuerda el 
Papa Francisco de manera tan bella 
en una de sus exhortaciones: lo 
bello del mundo—lo bello de algo 
tan sencillo como una rosa. Muchos 
de ustedes saben que tengo un 
hermoso jardín y en la mañana me 
gusta inclinarme a oler la fragancia 
de las rosas. A menudo, sólo puedo 
pensar si una rosa es tan bella a 
la vista y a nuestra capacidad de 

oler su perfume, si estas flores 
tan bellas están aquí por tan poco 
tiempo; ¡cuánto más bello ha de 
ser el rostro de Dios! Entonces le 
doy gracias a Dios por la rosa; doy 
gracias a Dios por el futuro y por 
mi visión de Su rostro.

Creo que todos debiéramos dar 
gracias por la verdad, la verdad 
que nos mantiene en Cristo y en el 
camino estrecho de la salvación. 
Dar gracias a Dios por todos sus 
dones, porque Él se nos ha dado 
a conocer, por la dignidad que Él 
nos ha dado por el Bautismo. Nos 
ha hecho el Misterio Pascual, Su 
muerte y Su resurrección, algo real 
para cada uno de nosotros. Él nos 
ha dado la dignidad de ser Hijos 
de Dios, hermanos y hermanas de 
Jesucristo.

Por todo esto creo que nosotros 
debiéramos doblar la rodilla y 
proclamar la Gloria de Dios. Darle 
honor como Dios, pero sobre 
todo dar gracias a Dios. Muestren 
generosidad, queridos amigos en 
Cristo; muéstrenla en la generosidad 
de su amor al prójimo. Muestren la 
generosidad de su gran misericordia 
cuando actúan como Dios actúa. 

Dice San Agustín que a Dios le es 
más fácil tener misericordia que 
juzgar. Den gracias por los bienes 
que tienen como yo doy gracias por 
los bienes que ustedes comparten 
para el bien del prójimo. Todos 
podemos dar y todos podemos ser 
humildes para recibir.

Creo que ya les he platicado que 
cuando estaba como en el quinto 
grado, un Halloween, fuimos a una 
casa sin tener idea quién vivía allí. 
Una anciana salió y nos dijo que 
nadie había ido a su casa. Era tan 
pobre que sólo tenía unas galletas 
saladas y unas nueces con cáscara. 
Nos dio a cada uno dos galletas y 
tres nueces. Es obvio que esto se 
grabó en mi memoria. Le dio tanto 
gusto tener algo que dar. De su 
pobreza, nos dio lo mejor que tenía, 
como las Dos Monedas de la Viuda. 
Quizá por arrogancia e insolencia a 
esa edad hayamos dicho, “Es todo 
lo que nos dio y lo podemos tirar”. 
Pero nos dio mucho más que dos 
galletas y tres nueces. Nos mostró 
el gozo de poder dar a pesar de su 
pobreza y nos mostró la gratitud 
por que fuimos a su casa.

Ver “Obispo Zurek,” página 19
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Por favor únanse a millones de personas del mundo 
entero que cada día rezan por las intenciones mensuales 
del Papa. Desde 1884 los miembros del Apostolado de 
Oración se han ofrecido a Dios por la salvación de almas, 
la Iglesia, las intenciones de todos los Apóstoles de 
Oración y las intenciones del Papa. El Santo Padre nos da 
dos intenciones cada mes—una es intención general y la 
otra es por las intenciones mundiales.

Noviembre:

• Acogida a refugiados. Que los países que acogen a 
gran número de refugiados y desplazados, sean 
apoyados en su esfuerzo de solidaridad.

• Colaboración entre sacerdotes y laicos. Para que en las 
Parroquias, sacerdotes y laicos,  colaboren juntos en el 
servicio a la comunidad sin caer en la tentación del 
desaliento.

Intenciones del
Papa Francisco para 2016

 

Atención:
El Obispo 

Patrick J. Zurek  
ha dispuesto que
el sábado, 28 de 
enero de 2017 

no haya actividades 
diocesanas o 

parroquiales en la  
Diócesis de Amarillo 
antes de la 1:00pm

para que todo católico 
pueda participar en la

Misa y Caminata 
por el Respeto a 

la Vida
en el 44° aniversario 

de Roe v Wade, la 
trágica decisión de la 
Suprema Corte que 
legalizó el aborto en 
los Estados Unidos

Lo digo porque todos podemos 
dar, pero debemos saber recibir sin 
importar el tamaño del regalo. San 
Juan Pablo en cierta vez dijo, quizá 
en la exhortación, La Iglesia en 
América: “Nadie es tan pobre que 
no pueda dar algo y nadie es tan rico 
que no pueda recibir algo”. Porque 
al recibir un regalo pequeño le das 
gozo a alguien y obviamente, en 
cambio, le muestras gratitud por eso.

Les doy gracias a todos ustedes 
aquí en la Diócesis de Amarillo 
por su Fe. Estoy tan agradecido 
cuando no toman el camino fácil 
sino el camino más alto de la 
verdad y viven los rigores del 
Evangelio. Ustedes hasta llegan 
a sufrir algo por el beneficio del 
prójimo. Cuando practican la 
Fe, ustedes ayudan a quienes no 
pueden ayudarse a sí mismos. 
Aman a los que supuestamente “no 
se pueden amar”; tengo la máxima 
gratitud por eso porque los hace 
como Cristo. Estoy agradecido 
cuando van contra la corriente 
y dan la bienvenida al forastero. 
Quizá no sea popular hacerlo 
pero es correcto hacerlo. Estoy 
tan agradecido por su generosidad 
al pobre y al necesitado y a los 
marginados de la sociedad; es allí 
en donde encontramos a Cristo. 
También estoy tan agradecido 
cuando se reconcilian con personas 
a quienes han herido de algún 
modo y cuando aceptan el perdón 
de otra persona.

Obispo Zurek...viene de la página 18

También les agradezco la 
generosidad que continuamente 
muestran a la Iglesia. Ustedes 
hacen posible nuestra misión, no 
importa cuán grandes o pequeñas 
sean las obras. Todos obramos 
juntos para avanzar el Reino de 
Dios en el Altiplano de nuestro 
hogar que conocemos como la 
Diócesis de Amarillo. Gracias 
por su generosidad a la Iglesia 
al ayudar a la gente, al edificar 
y mantener la propiedad de la 
parroquia, el instrumento del 
ministerio de ayuda al prójimo. 
Gracias por su apoyo a la Campaña 
Católica Unida. Gracias por ser 
generosos Preparando el Camino. 
Tenemos esperanza que el Nuevo 
Centro de Ministerio Pastoral se 
complete antes del fin de año. 

Les doy las gracias por todas sus 
expresiones de ayuda al prójimo. 
No seamos como la gente de Roma 
a la que Pablo escribió: “Que 
jamás se nos acuse de ingratitud”, 
Que cuando la gente nos vea y 
vea lo que hacemos, puedan decir 
“¡Miren qué gente tan generosa! 
¿Acaso no se nota su gratitud por 
lo que Dios les ha dado?” ¿Acaso 
no viven en verdad como dijo 
San Agustín que el don es para 
compartirlo? Tengo tanto orgullo 
de ustedes cuando ponen eso en sus 
corazones y comparten tanto con 
tanta gente. ¡Que Dios los bendiga 
a todos ustedes y que pasen un gran 
Día de Acción de Gracias!

Calendario de 
Jamaicas

Las Iglesias, Escuelas y Entidades 
Católicas pueden enviar email 
a westtexascatholic@gmail.com 
para anunciar jamaicas, comidas 
y eventos como servicio público. Si 
no se indica otro local, los eventos 
tendrán lugar en sus parroquias.

ESTE DOMINGO, NOV. 20
Amarillo—Comida Anual de 

Acción de Gracias, Iglesia Saint 
Hyacinth

Nazareth—Comida Anual de 
Acción de Gracias a beneficio de la 
Iglesia Holy Family, Community 
Hall
DOMINGO, DICIEMBRE 4

Amarillo—Celebración Anual 
Diocesana de Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe, Centro Cívico de 
Amarillo, North Exhibit Hall
DOMINGO, DICIEMBRE 18

Stratford—Comida Anual de 
Enchiladas a beneficio de la Iglesia 
San José, Sherman County Barn
SÁBADO, DICIEMBRE  31

Vega—Celebración anual de 
Fin de Año, Salón Parroquial de la 
Iglesia Immaculate Conception
SÁBADO, ENERO 28

Amarillo—Winterfest Anual de 
la Catedral y Escuela Santa María

Amarillo—El Obispo Patrick 
J. Zurek ordenará a ocho hombres 
al Diaconado Permanente para 
la Diócesis de Amarillo durante 
una Misa que se celebrará a las 
10:30am el sábado, 3 de diciembre 
en la Catedral Santa María, calle 
Washington 1200 Sur. 

“Un diácono es un gran don 
del Espíritu Santo para ayudar a la 
Iglesia a difundir la buena nueva 
de Jesucristo”, dijo el Diácono 
Blaine Westlake, coordinador 
del Diaconado en la Diócesis de 
Amarillo.  “El diácono pertenece al 
clero en una de las tres órdenes del 
Sacramento del Orden Sacerdotal, 
que consiste de los oficios del 
diácono (permanente o transitorio), 
del sacerdote y del obispo.  El 
diácono recibe el sacramento 
cuando el obispo le impone manos 
en su ordenación y acepta su 
promesa de obediencia.  El obispo 
asigna a los diáconos en donde la 
diócesis los necesite”.

El diácono tiene ministerio 
en tres partes, Palabra, Altar y 
Caridad:

•  En el “Ministerio de la 
Palabra” los diáconos se dedican 
a la evangelización y a la misión 
eclesiástica de enseñanza.  Este 
ministerio se realiza dentro y fuera 
de la parroquia;

•  En el “Ministerio del Altar” 
el diácono ayuda al sacerdote 
durante la Misa, en particular al 
proclamar el Evangelio, al ofrecer 
las Intercesiones, al preparar el 
altar y al ofrecer el cáliz a la gente 
durante la comunión.  Fuera de la 
Misa los diáconos pueden oficiar 
en Bautismos, Casamientos, 
Oración Matutina y Vespertina, 
Bendición y bendiciones especiales 
en diversas ocasiones;

•  Los diáconos están más 
visibles en la parroquia durante 
la Misa.  Pero, su responsabilidad 
principal es el “Ministerio de 
Caridad”.  El diácono cuida al 
pobre y olvidado.  Él es un ministro 
de paz y justicia en la comunidad.  
La palabra “diácono” significa 
“siervo”, así se le considera un 
“Icono de Cristo” que no vino para 
ser servido sino para servir.

“Cualquier función específica 
que el diácono realice, brota de su 
identidad sacramental con Cristo”, 
dijo el Diácono Westlake.

Ordenación al Diaconado el 3 de Diciembre
“La mayoría de los diáconos son 

casados, tienen trabajos seglares y 
realizan ministerios fuera de horas 
de trabajo. Los diáconos no reciben 
pago por sus servicios diaconales a 
menos que tengan empleo de tiempo 
completo en varias posiciones 
diocesanas o parroquiales”.

“El Diácono Permanente da 
testimonio de la espiritualidad de 
un casado que trabaja en el mundo, 
dice el Diácono Westlake.  Su esposa 
participa en todo el programa de 
formación con él. Muchas esposas 
realizan ministerios laicos ya sea con 
sus esposos o por su parte y son un 
don dinámico para sus parroquias.  

“Los diáconos tienen su origen en 
el Nuevo Testamento y en particular 
en los Hechos de los Apóstoles y la 
Carta a Timoteo”, dijo el Diácono 
Westlake.  “El diaconado existió 
por cientos de años, pero en el Rito 
Latino, gradualmente se hizo un 
paso transitorio hacia el sacerdocio.  
Durante la Primera y Segunda 
Guerras Mundiales, el concepto del 
diaconado se restableció y el Concilio 
Vaticano Segundo promulgó el 
diaconado permanente como lo 
tenemos ahora, aunque su identidad 
sigue creciendo y evolucionando.

“En la historia hay diáconos 
famosos: el Mártir San Esteban, 
uno de los siete originales; San 
Efrén, San Atanasio, San Lorenzo, 
San Francisco y muchos más”.

Esta clase de formación de 
diáconos de 2016 empezó en enero 
de 2011. El proceso de cuatro años 
y medio requirió un compromiso 
significativo de 64 horas o más cada 
mes, dijo el Diácono Westlake.

“Cada año requiere un mínimo 
de 11 fines de semana completos, 
uno cada mes”, dijo él.  “Estos 
ocho hombres y sus dedicadas 
esposas, pasaron por un rigoroso 
programa de formación que incluye 
considerable énfasis en materia 
académica, pastoral y en desarrollo 
humano y espiritual, además de 
reuniones de oración y estudio, 
interinato de servicio parroquial y 
ministerio de caridad.  Esta clase 
ha compartido muchas experiencias 
y se han unido como hermanos y 
hermanas en la fe”.

Ver “Diaconado,” página 21
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Fechas Especiales de Sacerdotes Diocesanos  
durante el Mes de Noviembre

Cumpleaños
Monseñor Harold Waldow, Nov. 7
Padre José Ramón Molina, Nov. 13 

Monseñor Cal Stalter, Nov. 16

Aniversarios de Defunción
Diácono Belvin Dollins, Nov. 4, 2012

Padre Aram Berard, S.J., Nov. 9, 2008
Padre John H. Krukkert, Nov. 11, 1947

Padre Joseph Gregor, C.M., Nov. 15, 1980
Monseñor Richard Vaughan, Nov. 15, 2000

Padre Hubert J. Halfman, Nov. 17, 1976
Padre Norbert Wagner, Nov. 19, 1979

Padre Gerald Lynch, Nov. 25, 1979
Padre Ed Graff, Nov. 25, 2002

Padre Francis Kaminsky, Nov. 26, 1957
Padre Joseph Gilligan, S.A., Nov. 26, 1987

Monseñor Peter DiBenedetto, Nov. 28, 1995
Padre Anthony Catalina, Nov. 30, 1968
Padre Jerome A. Hancox, Nov. 30, 1974

Díganos de sus Bodas de Oro
Si ustedes contrajeron matrimonio entre el 1o de octubre de 1966 y 
31 de diciembre de 1966, El West Texas Catholic desea felicitarlos.
Favor de enviarnos una foto reciente o una foto de su casamiento, 
sus nombres, la fecha y el lugar de su boda y los publicaremos en 
la página de Tributos a los Aniversarios Dorados en la edición del  

18 de diciembre del West Texas Catholic, sin costo alguno.
Envíen las fotos por email a westtexascatholic@gmail.com o por 

correo postal a P.O. Box 5644, Amarillo, 79107. 
Favor de enviar un sobre con su nombre, dirección y estampillas 

con sus fotografías para poder regresárselas  
después de la fecha de publicación. 

Por favor escriban sus nombres, dirección postal, número de 
teléfono y su dirección de email al reverso de sus fotos. 

Se aceptarán fotos hasta el jueves, 8 de diciembre al mediodía.

Conozcan al Padre José Ramón Molina

¿Cómo se Divierte?  “Me gustan la lectura y el deporte: soccer, 
basquetbol, volibol y ping pong. También me gusta ver películas. 
Jugué soccer en el seminario y mi futbolista favorito es La Pulga, 
Leonel Messi, de Argentina”.

¿Su pasaje bíblico favorito?  “Mi pasaje favorito es de 
san Mateo, capítulo 28: “Vayan y hagan discípulos de todos, 
bautizándolos en el Nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espíritu 
Santo. Enséñenles a observar todo lo que yo les he enseñado”. 

Es mi favorito porque es 
el mandamiento de Cristo 
para todos nosotros que nos  
consideramos misioneros. 
Cristo nos ha llamado a ir en 
misión”.

¿Su Santo Favorito? “San 
Juan Bosco es mi favorito 
porque me gusta enseñar a 
la gente y él les ayudaba a 
encontrar a Jesucristo. Me 
inspira a ser un puente entre 
ellos y Jesús. Él enseñaba a 

los mayores y a los jóvenes. Él veía cómo los jóvenes pueden ser 
inquietos y la gente mayor a veces no les pone atención. Él enseñaba 
a los mayores a trabajar con los jóvenes para comprenderlos. Eso 
le ayudó a salvar a los jóvenes también”.

Díganos de su familia: “Mi padre se llamaba Juan de la Cruz 
Molina. Él falleció cuando yo tenía 12 años pero a mí me dio 
gran testimonio de su Fe. Nos enseñó a todos a practicar nuestra 
fe católica. Mi mamá también lo hizo. Ella nos enseñó a rezar y 
siempre rezábamos el Rosario por la noche”.

“Somos ocho de familia—seis hombres y dos mujeres. Una de 
mis hermanas es Carmelita de la Madre Candelaria, venezolana. 
Todos los demás están casados y yo soy el menor de los ocho”.

¿Qué nos cuenta de usted mismo? “Soy una persona muy 
abierta. Trato de comprender a todos para poder ayudarlos. Soy 
muy ‘feliz’. Me gusta ser feliz”. 

“El Obispo que me aceptó en el seminario me dijo que ‘Un 
santo triste es un triste santo”. Con gozo y amor podemos atraer a 
la gente a Cristo, que es la fuente del amor y de la paz”. 

Nota Editorial: En ocasiones 
el West Texas Catholic entrevista 
a un sacerdote para darlo a 
conocer. Esta vez conversamos 
con el Padre José Ramón 
Molina, Cruzado del Espíritu 
Santo (CES) y administrador 
parroquial de la Iglesia San José 
en Hereford.

El West Texas Catholic: Haga 
favor de decirnos algo a cerca de 
usted, Padre Molina…

Padre José Ramón Molina: 
Nací el 13 de noviembre de 1974 
y fui ordenado sacerdote el 21 de 
diciembre de 2002 en San Nicolás 
de los Arroyos, Argentina. 
Serví allí como vicario por 
cuatro meses. Después serví en 
Guárico, Venezuela en Calabozo. 
Calabozo es un apodo para la 
sede diocesana. El pueblo se 
llama Villa de Todos los Santos, 
pero le dicen la Arquidiócesis 
de Calabozo. Allí fui párroco 
durante 13 años.

WTC: Sírvase decirnos algo de 
su educación...

Padre Molina: Obtuve mi 
Licenciatura en Filosofía, mi 
Maestría en Investigación y soy 
abogado civil. Impartí clases de 
psicología y filosofía durante 
nueve años en un colegio y cuatro 
años en una universidad.

Conversación con el Padre José Ramón Molina
La iglesia no tenía rectoría ni 

sueldo para el párroco, así que yo 
vivía con una familia, les pagaba 
renta y podía usar su cocina. 
Con mi sueldo de maestro podía 
comprar comida y ropa mientras 
servía como sacerdote.

WTC: ¿Tiene Maestría en 
Investigación? Sírvase elaborar…

Padre Molina: Mi título en 
Investigación se refiere al trabajo 
que realizo con los estudiantes que 
se preparan para graduar y están 
escribiendo sus tesis. Les enseño a 
investigar los datos para escribir sus 
tesis. [A ese tipo de investigación le 
dicen ‘research’ en los EEUU] Estoy 
calificado para aprobar o reprobar 
sus tesis para su graduación.

WTC: Por un momento pensé 
que se refería a algo como lo que 
vemos en programas de televisión 
como CSI…

Padre Molina: (riéndose) No, 
no se trata de eso, pero mi carrera 
en psicología es en Psicología 
Criminal.

WTC: Díganos por favor la 
historia de su vocación...

Padre Molina: Mi papá, Juan 
de la Cruz Molina, ayudaba mucho 
en la Iglesia. Él era el secretario del 
sacerdote en mi pueblo. Mi papá 
nos enseñó con su ejemplo a ayudar 

en la Iglesia. Yo era monaguillo y 
participaba en el grupo juvenil. 
También le ayudaba al sacerdote 
con las necesidades del altar.

Durante una Eucaristía dedicada 
al Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, 
yo sentí el deseo de celebrar la 
Eucaristía, la Misa. En ese tiempo 
yo era trabajador en la oficina de un 
banco. Después de esa experiencia 
dejé el trabajo y fui a San Cristóbal 
en el Estado de Táchira a ver al 
Obispo Marco Tulio y él me aceptó 
en el seminario porque me conocía 
y conocía a mi familia. Me permitió 
iniciar mis estudios, primero en un 
seminario diocesano. Yo quería ser 
misionero. Me uní a los hombres 
de la Cruzada del Espíritu Santo. 
Desde entonces he pertenecido a 
este grupo. Estudié filosofía en San 
Cristóbal, en el Estado de Tachia, 
Venezuela y terminé mis estudios 
de teología en San Carlos Borromeo 
en Rosario, Argentina.

Ahora tenemos 12 seminaristas 
en formación, y con la ayuda de 
Dios, un seminarista a quien el 
Obispo (Patrick J.) Zurek conoce, 
será ordenado diácono en transición 
en diciembre.

El Padre Thomas Walsh inició 
el grupo de Cruzados del Espíritu 
Santo en 1966 en Salamanca, 
España y allí no obtuvo vocaciones. 
Se fue a Inglaterra en donde abrió 
su primera casa de vocaciones y 
tuvo los primeros seminaristas; 
allí se ordenaron los primeros 
siete sacerdotes de los Cruzados 
del Espíritu Santo. Fue entonces a 
Argentina y después a Venezuela. 
Allí fundó una casa aún más grande 
que la de Inglaterra, así que ahora 
tenemos Tancacha, en donde se han 
formado y ordenado la mayoría 
de las otras vocaciones. El Padre 
Walsh falleció en 1996 cuando 
había cerca de 20 sacerdotes en la 
orden. El nuevo superior, Padre 
Ignacio, movió la casa de formación 
a Rosario en Argentina y ahora 
tenemos 45 sacerdotes en todo 
el mundo. Trabajamos en áreas 
en donde las diócesis tienen gran 
necesidad de sacerdotes.

WTC: ¿Cómo se enteró su 
comunidad de la Diócesis de 
Amarillo?

Padre Molina: Un diácono en 

Carolina del Sur conoce al Padre 
Héctor J. Madrigal y el Padre 
Madrigal se puso en contacto con 
nosotros en febrero reciente. El 
Padre Henry Wilson Rodríguez 
Echevarría, quien recientemente 
fuera nombrado superior de 

la comunidad, y yo vinimos a 
Amarillo para platicar con el Obispo 
Zurek y el Concilio Presbiterial de 
la diócesis. Entonces empezamos el 
proceso de indagar quiénes somos 
y cómo podremos servir a esta 
diócesis y viceversa.
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La Oficina de la Coordinadora de Asistencia

a Víctimas en la Diócesis de Amarillo

Para expresar preocupaciones, hacer preguntas

o reportar abuso sexual comuníquense con:

Belinda Taylor

4200 Ridgecrest Drive, Suite B-8

Amarillo TX 79109

806-373-5232

806-372-1092

Fax: 806-372-7869

Estos nuevos diáconos se suman 
a 36 diáconos permanentes que ya 
sirven a la Diócesis de Amarillo, 
aumentando así el número a 42 para 
servir a 28 parroquias.  Siete diáconos 
están jubilados y dos fallecieron 
recientemente. El diaconado ha 
servido a la Diócesis de Amarillo 
desde 1977 cuando el Obispo 
Lawrence M. DeFalco ordenó a la 
primera clase.  El Obispo Leroy T. 
Matthiesen ordenó a otras clases en 
1981, 1988 y 1996, y el Obispo John 
W. Yanta ordenó clases en 2001 y 
2006. El Obispo Patrick J. Zurek 
ordenó la clase más reciente en 2011.

Los diáconos recién ordenados 
suelen empezar sus ministerios en 
la parroquia en donde viven, pero 
por su promesa de obediencia al 
Obispo, se pueden transferir como 
cualquier otro clérigo para servir las 
necesidades de la diócesis.

Estos hombres serán ordenados 
Diáconos Permanentes:

• Michael Anzaldua y su esposa 
Jovita, son de la Iglesia San Antonio 
de Padua en  Dalhart;

Diaconado...viene de la página 19

• Robert Aranda y su esposa 
Linda, son de la Catedral Santa 
María en Amarillo;

• José Castañeda y su esposa 
Erika son de la Iglesia San José en 
Amarillo;

• Joe Hochstein y su esposa 
Angela son de la Iglesia Holy Family 
en Nazareth;

• Brian Lewis y su esposa Cindy 
son de la Iglesia Saint Ann en 
Canyon;

• Ricardo “Richard” Martínez y 
su esposa Bonnie, son de la Iglesia 
Immaculate Conception en Dimmitt;

• Mark McVay y su esposa Ginger 
son de la Iglesia San Vicente de Paúl 
en Pampa;

• Davin Winger y su esposa 
Teague son de la Iglesia Sacred 
Heart of Jesus en Spearman.

Hay bosquejos en inglés de los 
ocho candidatos al diaconado en 
las páginas 14 y 15 de esta edición 
del West Texas Catholic. Si usted 
no puede asistir a la Misa de 
Ordenación, la podrá escuchar por 
radio Saint Valentine, 1360AM, 
KDJW a partir de las 10:20am.

Nota Editorial: Javier S. 
Martínez Director Supremo y 
Asistente Especial al Caballero 
Supremo de los Caballeros de 
Colón, estuvo en Amarillo el 6 de 
noviembre para invitar a hombres 
de la Iglesia San José en Amarillo 
a considerar la posibilidad 
de establecer un Consejo de 
Caballeros de Colón de habla 
hispana. El West Texas Catholic le 
hizo estas cinco preguntas:

Háblenos de su labor con los 
Caballeros de Colón…

Actualmente sirvo en la Junta 
Directiva de los Caballeros de 
Colón. En junio de 2015 nuestro 
Caballero Supremo, Sr. Carl 
Anderson, me designó como 
ayudante para el crecimiento y el 
desarrollo de los Hispanos. Como 
miembro de la Junta Directiva 
sirvo en el Comité de Membresía, 
Comité de Estatutos y el Comité 
de Apelaciones. Como asistente 
a nuestro Caballero Supremo, 
trabajo con los diferentes estados 
y las provincias en Canadá para 
identificar las áreas que tienen 
un potencial para el crecimiento 
de los Caballeros de Colón entre 
los católicos hispanos. Una vez 
que se identifica el área, trabajo 
con el liderazgo de Caballeros de 
Colón del estado, el Director del 
Ministerio Hispano diocesano, 
la parroquia y sus feligreses 
para ayudar a reclutar hispanos 
católicos.

Usted tiene la responsabilidad 
de establecer y desarrollar 
consejos de Caballeros de Colón 
de habla hispana. Actualmente se 
está organizando un consejo de 
ese tipo en la Iglesia San José en 
Amarillo. ¿Qué recomienda usted 
a estos consejos al iniciarse?

Un nuevo Consejo, ya sea en 
español o en inglés tiene retos 
similares cuando empiezan 
el proceso de aprender el 
funcionamiento acertado de un 
Consejo.  Un nuevo Consejo 
necesita encontrar a buenos 
hombres que estén dispuestos a—y 
puedan—conducir al Consejo para 
el éxito futuro. Como un Consejo 

Cinco Preguntas... con Javier S. Martínez
en su infancia, los hombres 
elegidos para conducirlo, deben 
tomar el tiempo para conocer las 
responsabilidades de su rol como 
líderes del Consejo. Esto requiere 
formación, tiempo y paciencia. 
Los Caballeros de Colón ofrecen 
el entrenamiento en persona o a 
través de nuestro sitio web. 

Yo también animaría al Consejo 
a establecer un presupuesto. Con 
un presupuesto, el Consejo puede 
determinar el dinero que necesitan 
recaudar para apoyar a su parroquia 
y su comunidad. Un calendario 
de eventos es fundamental. Los 
miembros del Consejo entonces 
pueden determinar en qué 
actividades pueden participar. En el 
establecimiento de un presupuesto 
y un calendario, el Gran Caballero 
o su representante debe tener 
reuniones mensuales con el pastor 
para determinar la disponibilidad 
de la parroquia y sus salas de 
reuniones y para determinar lo que 
se necesita dentro de la parroquia 
en lo cual el Consejo puede ayudar.

¿Por qué es tan importante para 
el Consejo Supremo establecer 
consejos hispanoparlantes en los 
Estados Unidos, específicamente 
en Texas?

Hay aproximadamente 54 
millones de hispanos en los 
Estados Unidos a partir de 2013. 
Aproximadamente 14 millones 
hablan el español en casa. La 
preocupación es que los católicos 
hispanos no se unían a los 
Caballeros porque no hablaban 
inglés y no se sentían cómodos al 
pertenecer a un consejo de habla 
inglesa. Con un consejo dedicado 
al español caballeros católicos de 
habla hispana, encontrarían un lazo 
común de fraternidad y de unidad 
dentro de la parroquia. Aunque 
unos hablan poco de inglés, se 
sienten más cómodos llevando 
a cabo una reunión en su lengua 
materna. 

Texas, junto con California, 
Arizona, Nuevo México, Florida 
y algunos otros estados tienen 
una gran población hispana. Se 
cree que la necesidad de consejos 
de habla hispana en estos estados 
es mayor que en otros estados. 

Aunque actualmente casi cada 
estado en los Estados Unidos tiene 
al menos un Consejo hablando 
español.

¿Qué espera ver usted en los 
próximos cinco a diez años en 
estos consejos de habla hispana?

Cada nuevo Consejo, ya sea 
que hable español o inglés, tendrá 
“dolores de crecimiento”. Con el 
liderazgo adecuado, la ayuda del 
párroco, de la comunidad, y con una 
formación adecuada, estos consejos 
pueden sobrevivir y prosperar 
en los próximos cinco a diez 
años. El consejo, para prosperar, 
tiene que desarrollar programas 
para la familia, la parroquia y la 
comunidad. Hay varios programas 
que nuestro liderazgo supremo 
sugiere. Por ejemplo, distribución 
de alimentos, abrigos para niños, 
programa de sillas de ruedas, 
Olimpiadas Especiales, Hábitat 
para la Humanidad y muchos más. 
Sin embargo, lo que mantendrá 
a un consejo activo es desarrollar 
de sus propios programas los que 
funcionan mejor para su parroquia 
y su comunidad. Por ejemplo, 
pescado frito durante la Cuaresma, 
cenas de spaghetti, desayunos, 
campañas de donación de sangre, 
de botellas de bebé, almuerzos 
o cenas en apoyo a los pastores, 
los diáconos, ministros, ujieres, 
servidores, etc. 

Un consejo activo mantiene el 
número de miembros dedicados 
e involucrados y ayuda a reclutar 
nuevos miembros. Esto hace al 
consejo una parte activa de la 
parroquia.

Usted tiene la última palabra 
en esta conversación…

Si nos fijamos en los católicos 
hispanos en los Estados Unidos, 
vemos un crecimiento constante. 
Los católicos de habla hispana 
normalmente son inmigrantes. 
Así que necesitamos algo a su 
alcance para ayudarles a mantener 
su lengua, cultura y tradición 
al mismo tiempo que se les 
brindan oportunidades de mayor 
participación en su parroquia y en 
su comunidad y para crecer más 
profundamente en su fe.

Amarillo—El 1 de noviembre el 
Obispo Patrick J. Zurek nombró al 
Padre Vijayabhaskar “Bhaskar” Rao 
Adusupalli Administrador Parroquial 
de la Iglesia Saint Francis of Assisi.

El Padre Adusupalli tiene 
37 años de edad, nació en 
Ramadurgam, India el 9 de agosto 
de 1979 y fue ordenado sacerdote 
el 18 de abril de 2007 en la Catedral 
Santa Lourdes en Kurnool, India.

El Padre Vijayabhaskar Adusupalli ha sido Nombrado 
Administrador Parroquial de la Iglesia Saint Francis of Assisi

Después de su ordenación en 
2007, el Padre Adusupalli sirvió 
por un año en una parroquia, antes 
de pasar a ser secretario del Obispo 
Anthony Poola por cuatro años. 

El Padre Adusupalli llegó a 
la Diócesis de Amarillo en 2012. 
Él ha servido en ministerio a las 
prisiones y ha ayudado al Padre 
Lawrence John los martes en el 
ministerio a hospitales.

El Centro Pastoral Diocesano cerrará al mediodía  
el miércoles, 23 de noviembre para los días de Acción de Gracias.  

El Centro Pastoral abrirá de nuevo el lunes, 28 de noviembre a las 9:00am.
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Edward Fuentes, Grand Knight of Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #8938 at San Jose Church, Hereford, stands in line Oct. 30 
for the procession into Mass with one of six Silver Roses that 
passed through North America. The Silver Rose Fuentes is 
holding was in the Diocese of Amarillo Oct. 24 through Nov. 3 
and was presented at parishes in Hereford, Canyon, Childress 
and Tulia. (WTC Photo)

Official

Bishop Patrick J. Zurek has 
appointed:

FATHER VIJAYABHASKAR 
RAO ADUSUPALLI Parochi-
al Administrator of St. Francis of 
Assisi Church, Amarillo, effective 
Nov. 1, 2016.

By Order of the Bishop
Father Francisco Perez, JCL

Vicar General 
Diocese of Amarillo

- Round Trip Airfare 
- Hotel Accommodations
- Transportation
- Professional Guides
- Entrance Fees
- Breakfast 
- Dinner

Cost Includes

Pilgrimage Details

Departing from Dallas, TX (DFW)

$2999 Special Discount Price

12 days: Jan 30 - Feb 10, 2017 

Holy Land Travel Center ~  Tel. (866) 339-3323 * Email: info@holylandtc.com * Website: www.holylandtc.com

Holy Land and Jordan 

Petra ~ Mount Nebo ~ Capernaum ~ 
Mount Tabor  ~  Cana  ~  Galilee ~ 
Mount Beatitudes ~ Sea of Galilee ~ 
Caesarea ~ Nazareth ~ Jerusalem ~ 
Bethlehem ~ Shepherd’s Fields ~ Mount 
Olives ~ Way of the Cross ~ Bethany ~ 
Jericho ~ Jordan River ~  Dead Sea

Pilgrimage Sites

Dear Friends,
 
It is a joy to invite you to join us on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Jordan. 
Since our youth we have been hearing the gospel stories about Jesus walking 
and teaching in Jerusalem, Capernaum, and Galilee.  He worked miracles 
around the Sea of Tiberius, Jericho and Cana.  He was born in Bethlehem, 
grew up in Nazareth and was crucified at Golgotha.  We will be seeing those 
places and much more.  Our visit will give us an opportunity of walking in the 
footsteps of Jesus, our Blessed Mother and the first disciples.  

We hope you will be able to join us on what promises to be a grace-filled 
journey to the land from which has come our salvation. 

Sincerely in Christ,
Father Gabriel Garcia

Join us for our Once in a Lifetime Pilgrimage to the

Call (806) 935-5002 
for more information and registration details!

Hosted by 

Father Gabriel Garcia 

Amarillo—Volunteers are need-
ed for two Kolbe Prison Retreats 
scheduled for 2017, according to 
Deacon Jessie Guerrero, diocesan 
Prison Ministry Coordinator. 

The first is set for Thursday, 
Jan. 26 through Saturday, Jan. 28 
at the Clements Unit, with a second 
retreat scheduled Thursday, March 
23 through Saturday, March 25 at 
the Neal Unit.

“The first retreat at the Clem-
ents Unit will be directed by the 
Hill Country Kolbe Retreat Prison 
Ministries from the Archdiocese of 
San Antonio,” said Deacon Guer-
rero. “These men are all members 
of the Knights of Columbus and 
the ACTS Community. Directing 
the first Kolbe Retreat will be Jer-
emy Itz, assisted by Larry Reeh.”

Deacon Guerrero is seeking the 
support of 30 men from the Knights 
of Columbus, the ACTS Commu-
nity and the Cursillo Movement to 
make these retreats possible.

“We are asking for volunteers 

Two Kolbe Prison Retreats Scheduled
for these retreats and any assis-
tance to this ministry will be great-
ly appreciated,” he said. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe is the Pa-
tron Saint of Prisoners, according to 
Deacon Guerrero. St. Maximilian 
was a Polish Conventual Franciscan 
Friar who was sent to Auschwitz 
during World War II in 1941. When 
Nazi guards selected ten people to be 
put into a underground bunker to be 
starved to death in punishment for a 
prisoner escaping in July 1941, Father 
Kolbe volunteered to die in place of 
one of the men selected, Franciszek 
Gajowniczek. Father Kolbe died Aug. 
14, 1941 after a a lethal injection of 
carbolic acid. He was canonized as a 
Saint by Pope (now Saint) John Paul 
II on Oct. 10, 1982. 

For additional information or 
to volunteer to be a team member 
on a Kolbe Retreat, please call 
Deacon Guerrero at 364-8432 or 
346-1502; Deacon Andy Gonzalez 
at 463-0262; Kent Hoelting at 679-
1725; or, Tino Frausto at 220-6049. 

The class of Permanent Deacons being ordained Saturday, Dec. 3 during a 10:30am Mass at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Amarillo, is the eighth class of Permanent Deacons ordained for the 

Diocese of Amarillo. Previous classes were ordained in 
1977, 1981, 1988, 1996, 2000, 2006 and 2011.

Did You Know?

Please join the millions worldwide who pray each day for 
the monthly prayer intentions of Pope Francis. Since 

themselves to God for the salvation of souls, the Church, the 
intentions of all Apostles of Prayer and the intentions of the 
Pope. The Holy Father gives us two prayer intentions each 
month—one, a general intention and the other an intention 
for world missions.

November:

• Countries Receiving Refugees.  That the countries 
which take in a great number of displaced persons and 
refugees may �nd support for their e�orts which show 
solidarity. 
• Collaboration of Priests and Laity.  That within parishes,
priests and lay people may collaborate in service to the 
community without giving in to the temptation 
of discouragement.

 

Prayer Intentions of
Pope Francis

2016
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Maggie Scales, left, and George Pedigo, both of the band Young Country, perform Nov. 5 during 
the 14th annual Fallback Festival at St. Ann’s Church, Canyon. (WTC Photo)

Amarillo—The 20th annual di-
ocesan celebration of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is set for Sunday, Dec. 4.  

The celebration will start at 
2:00pm, with a pilgrimage begin-
ning at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church at 1210 East 11th, continu-
ing to the Amarillo Civic Center, 
according to Father Hector J. Mad-
rigal, pastor of St. Joseph’s Church, 
Amarillo, and event coordinator.

“If you are unable to make the 
walk you may meet the procession 
at the north entrance of the Amaril-
lo Civic Center and join the proces-
sion from that point,” he said.

Upon the arrival of the pro-
cession at the Civic Center North 
Exhibit Hall at approximately 3:00 
pm, several groups will serenade 
Our Lady and Matachines will be 
performing sacred dances.  

Bishop Patrick J. Zurek will cel-

Diocesan Celebration Of Our Lady 
Of Guadalupe Sunday, Dec. 4

ebrate Mass at 4:00 pm, with priests 
of the Diocese of Amarillo invited 
to concelebrate with Bishop Zurek.  
The celebration will conclude with 
the traditional serving of hot choc-
olate and sweet bread. 

Pope Pius XII declared the 
Virgin of Guadalupe “Queen of 
Mexico and Empress of the Amer-
icas” in 1945 and “Patroness of the 
Americas” in 1946.  

Saint John XXIII invoked her as 
“Mother of the Americas” in 1961, 
referring to her as Mother and 
Teacher of the Faith of All Amer-
ican populations. 

For more information about the 
diocesan celebration of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe or if you would like 
to participate in the celebration, 
please contact Father Madrigal at 
St. Joseph’s Church at 355-5621. 

A Prayer For Religious Liberty

Almighty God, Father of all nations, 
 for freedom you have set us free in Christ Jesus  
 (Gal 5:1). 
We praise and bless you for the gift of religious liberty, 
 the foundation of human rights, justice, and the  
 common good. 
Grant to our leaders the wisdom to protect and promote  
 our liberties; 
By your grace may we have the courage to defend   
 them, for ourselves and for all those who live in  
 this blessed land. 
We ask this through the intercession of Mary 
 Immaculate, our patroness  and in the name of
 your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the   
 unity of the Holy Spirit, with whom you live  
 and reign, One God forever and ever.

      Amen.

Attention: 
According to Bishop Patrick J. Zurek, no activities are to be scheduled on the 
parish or the diocesan level on Saturday, Jan. 28 until after 1:00pm. This is to 

accommodate the annual Respect Life Mass and Walk, which will note the 44th 
anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Roe v Wade decision that legalized 

abortion in the United States.

“You, God, are a fire that takes away the coldness, 
illuminates the mind with its light, and causes me to 
know your truth—and I know that you are beauty 
and wisdom itself.”

—St. Catherine of Siena
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Twenty Something 

By Christina Capecchi
Jamaica  
Schedule

Parishes planning Jamaica 
celebrations, parish dinners, par-
ish celebrations and parish fund-
raisers are encouraged to email 
information about these celebra-
tions to westtexascatholic@gmail.
com. These dates are published as 
a public service. Unless otherwise 
noted, the celebrations will take 
place at the parish.
TODAY (SUNDAY)

Amarillo—Annual Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner, St. Hyacinth Church

Nazareth—Annual Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner to benefit Holy Family 
Church, Community Hall
SUNDAY, DEC. 4

Amarillo—20th annual Dioc-
esan Celebration of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, North Exhibit Hall, 
Amarillo Civic Center
SUNDAY, DEC. 18

Stratford—Annual Enchilada Din-
ner to benefit St. Joseph’s Church, 
Sherman County Barn
SATURDAY, DEC. 31

Vega—Annual New Year’s Eve 
Celebration, Parish Hall, Immacu-
late Conception Church
SATURDAY, JAN. 28

Amarillo—Annual Winterfest 
Celebration, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
and Cathedral School 
SUNDAY, JAN. 29 

Bovina—Annual German Sau-
sage Dinner St. Ann’s Church
SATURDAY, FEB. 4

Amarillo—Annual Fundraiser to 
benefit the Catholic Student Center 
at West Texas A&M University, St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church
SATURDAY, FEB. 11

Hereford—Annual Sweetheart 
Ball, sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus Council #8938, Parish 
Hall, San Jose Church

Pampa—Annual Parish Fund-
raiser, St. Vincent de Paul Church
SUNDAY, FEB. 12

Amarillo—Annual Smorgasbord, 
St. Joseph’s Church

Amarillo—Annual Enchilada 
Dinner, St. Martin de Porres Church
SUNDAY, FEB. 26

Hereford—Annual Parent Teach-
er Organization (PTO) Auction, St. 
Anthony School Gym

Stratford—Annual German Sau-
sage Dinner to benefit St. Joseph’s 
Church, Sherman County Barn
SUNDAY, MARCH 5

Canyon—26th annual Czech 
Sausage Dinner, St. Ann’s Church

It’s almost as if November’s 
Mass readings were written for elec-
tion-weary Catholics, with their fore-
boding tones and calls for “persever-
ance” and “endurance” amid distress.

“They will seize you and perse-
cute you,” St. Luke warns. 

“Let us then throw off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of 
light,” St. Paul exhorts. 

Polls confirm what Facebook 
makes clear: We were disgusted 
by this presidential campaign. And 
when your two candidates regis-
tered record highs in unfavorable 
ratings, we knew many would be 
unhappy no matter the victor. 

Election Day, in many ways, re-
solved very little; the commercials 
have ceased and the yard signs 
have been taken down, but the dis-
cord lingers.

The interviews I conducted this 
fall revealed a disenchanted elec-
torate. I spoke to a 69-year-old 
farmer in Iowa who was harvesting 
soybeans. This year had brought 
his highest yield ever—83 bushels 
an acre—a measure of consolation 
amid political turmoil. “I’m getting 
to a point where I don’t like to turn 
the news on,” he told me. “I’d rath-
er think about the beans.” 

But it was hard to escape, and 
even at the grain elevator, he 
found himself discussing Donald 
Trump’s tax returns. He shook his 
head at the daily allegations of sex-
ual assault. “Is this what our coun-
try has come to?”  

A college student hanging out 
at Barnes & Noble on a Friday 
afternoon lamented the relation-
ship young voters now have with 
American politics. “For a lot of my 
peers, it’s become tainted,” he said, 
casting his eyes downward. “Many 
first-time voters feel like they have 
to pick the lesser of two evils.” 

Surely, he added, the discourse 
during the final weeks before Elec-
tion Day had marked a rock bottom 
in the history of our presidential 
campaigns. “It can’t get worse.” 

He still scanned headlines, but 
he’d stopped reading the articles. 
“It just makes me feel worse about 
my day.”  

A Cure For Election Overload, A Quest For Peace

An Ohio 20-something making 
his way in New York City—the 
kind of earnest Catholic who has 
always been concerned about the 
arc of the moral universe—tweeted 
grimly: “2016 has only confirmed 
my suspicion that ‘unity’ is a sly 
rhetorical device used to silence 
difficult criticism.” 

A 30-year-old Target supervisor 
told me she’d boycotted TV since 
early October. “It’s been a lot more 
peaceful,” she said. The presiden-
tial campaign found her relying, 
more than ever, on her morning 
devotional, “an armor against neg-
ativity.” She smiled brightly: “I 
have Faith! I have Faith in God that 
everything’s going to be OK.”

I found a reprieve from all the 
noise last weekend on a solo road 
trip across Wisconsin. Sailing along 
in my gray Honda Accord, I felt 
blanketed by a patchwork of au-
tumn foliage—burning crimson and 
rusted gold amid deep greens, white 
slices of birch forming the stitches. 
The quiet refrain rang through my 
head: “How great thou art.” 

It is a time for prayer, for humor 
and generosity, for little neighbor-
ly deeds that make the world feel 
right again. In a word: mercy. 

I circled back to November’s 
Mass readings, and this time the 
power of hope stood out amid 
looming turmoil. We hear of “re-
demption” and “forgiveness,” of 
the Lord’s house being raised up 
as the highest mountain, toward 
which “all nations shall stream.” 

It is a time to trust in the bigger 
picture, in that which we cannot 
see but believe, St. Paul reminds 
us. “For in Him all the fullness was 
pleased to dwell, and through Him 
to reconcile all things for Him…” 

In a splintered era, Christ offers 
us fullness that is not of this world. 

He is the glue when the center 
threatens to fall through. “He is be-
fore all things, and in him all things 
hold together.” 

Christina Capecchi is a free-
lance writer from Inver Grove 
Heights, Minn., and the editor of 
SisterStory.org.

Emily Agee of St. Ann’s Church, Bovina, serves up Humming-
bird Cake during the parish’s annual Thanksgiving Dinner. 
The dinner was one of six fundraisers that took place through-
out the Diocese of Amarillo on Nov. 6. (WTC Photo)

www.amarillodiocese.org

Amarillo—Tickets are still 
available for the 27th annual Com-
munity Prayer Breakfast, set for 
Tuesday, Nov. 22 at the Amarillo 
Civic Center North Exhibit Hall. 

Serving lines open at 6:00am, 
with the program beginning at 6:45.

Tickets are $8.00 at the door, or 
a table for eight is $200 per table. 
Sponsorships are available, priced 
between $500 to $2,000.

Brian Mosley, president of 
RightNow Media, will be the key-

Community Prayer Breakfast
note speaker.

The Community Prayer Break-
fast is an annual event designed to 
mobilize prayer and spiritual support 
in a “non-church” setting for govern-
mental and community leadership 
serving this community on a local, 
state, and national basis and to ac-
knowledge the community’s depen-
dence on God for its well-being. 

For more details, please call Na-
than Murphy at 353-0880 or go on-
line to, www.amaprayerbreakfast.org. 

Golden Jubilees Sought
If you were joined together in marriage between Oct. 1, 1966 

and Dec. 31, 1966, The West Texas Catholic would like to honor 
you. Please send us a current photo or your wedding photo, 

your names, the date and location of your wedding and we will 
honor you in our 50th Anniversary Golden Tributes page in the 

Sunday, Dec. 18 issue of The West Texas Catholic, 
free of charge. 

Send photos via email to westtexascatholic@gmail.com or via 
regular mail to: P.O. Box 5644, Amarillo, 79107. 

Please send a self-addressed stamped envelope with any mailed 
photos and we will return them after the issue date. 

Please put your name, address, phone number and email 
address on the back of your photo. 

The deadline to submit photos and information is 
Thursday, Dec. 8.

You can find additional diocesan news, national and international 
news from Catholic News Service, the 2016 Diocesan Calendar and 
much more on our diocesan website. Bookmark this address: www.
amarillodiocese.org and visit often to keep up with the latest news in 
the Diocese of Amarillo.
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Saturday,
Dec. 10

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance 

Coordinator for the Diocese of Amarillo

Direct concerns, questions, or to report sexual abuse contact:

Belinda Taylor

4200 Ridgecrest Drive, Suite B-8

Amarillo, TX 79109

806-373-5232

806-372-1092

Fax: 806-372-7869

Pancake Breakfast
Amarillo—Knights of Colum-

bus Council #1450 at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral will serve a Pancake 
Breakfast today (Sunday) from 
8:00am to 11:00am in the Mon-
signor Francis A. Smyer Activity 
Center, 1200 South Washington. 
Cost of the breakfast is a love of-
fering, which will benefit the nu-
merous charities, missions and 
projects of Council #1450. 

Communion Ministers Needed
Amarillo—Communion Minis-

ters are needed for Northwest Tex-
as Hospital and possibly at Baptist 
St. Anthony’s to help serve the 
patients and families with support 
and Communion.  If interested, 
please contact either Davlyn Dues-
terhaus, BSA Chaplain, at 212-

4283, or Juanita Cruz at 463-2246.

Retreat Center Activities
Amarillo—The public is invit-

ed to join the weekly Contempla-
tive Prayer Group every Tuesday 
afternoon from noon to 1:00 at 
the Bishop DeFalco Retreat Cen-
ter, 2100 North Spring. The final 
Fall Fireside Chat will take place 
Tuesday, Nov. 22 and the next First 
Wednesdays is set for Dec. 7 from 
7:00pm to 9:00pm. Learn more by 
calling Linda Astuto at the BDRC, 
383-1811 or go online to www.
bdrc.org.  

Divine Mercy Cenacle
Amarillo—A Thursday Divine 

Mercy Cenacle Group meets on the 
first and third Thursday evenings 
of each month at 6:00 in the St. 

Joseph Room at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral, 1200 South Washington. Find 
out more by calling St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral at 376-7204.

Upcoming ACTS Retreats
Amarillo—An ACTS (Ad-

oration, Community, Theology 
and Service) Retreat for teens 
is scheduled Thursday, Dec. 29 
through Sunday, Jan. 1 at the Bish-

op DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 
North Spring. Registration forms 
are available at parish offices or 
through the ACTS Community 
website, www.actsamarillo.org. 

Engaged Encounter
Amarillo—Couples in the Di-

ocese of Amarillo planning to get 
married within the next three to six 
months are encouraged to attend 
the first Engaged Encounter week-
end for 2017, set for Saturday, Feb. 
18 and Sunday, Feb. 19 at the Bish-
op DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 
North Spring. 

For more details about Engaged 
Encounter or to sign up, contact 
Molly Villegas at the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center, 383-2243, ext. 
116.

Historical Society Cookbook
Amarillo—Copies of A Little 

Slice of Heaven, a cookbook com-
piled by the Catholic Historical So-
ciety, remain on sale. Cookbooks 
are $17.50 each, with $3.00 for 
shipping. The cookbook is a com-
pilation of recipes from Bishop 
Patrick J. Zurek and the priests and 
religious of the Diocese of Amaril-
lo. Cookbook orders can be sent to:

The CHS Cookbook Project
P.O. Box 5644

Amarillo, 79117-5644
Please make checks payable to 

The Catholic Historical Society 
Cookbook Project or CHS Cook-
book Project. 

For additional information, please 
call Susan Garner at the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center, 383-2243, ext. 120.

Prison Ministry
Hereford—The prison ministry 

team in the Diocese of Amarillo is 
recruiting ordained deacons or lay 
volunteers for this special ministry. 
Prison ministry is also one of the 
Corporal Works of Mercy. 

Those interested in this ministry 
are asked to contact Deacon Jessie 
Guerrero at 364-8432; or, Deacon 
Blaine Westlake at 383-2243, ext. 
117. 

Scripture Study
Amarillo—The 27th year of 

the Catholic Community Scripture 
Study is underway, with the study 
continuing on Wednesday morn-
ings in the parlor of St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church, 4100 South 
Coulter. 

Activities begin at 9:15 with 
coffee and fellowship, followed at 
9:30 with prayer and scripture in-
sights from At Home with the Word 
for a preview of the coming Sun-
day Scriptures. 

For additional information 
please call St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church at 358-2461.

Patricia Carrera, right, and her sons Bryan Ledezma, left, and Francisco Ledezma, center, play 
Bingo Nov. 3 during the annual Festival of Saints at St. Laurence Church, Amarillo. (WTC Photo)
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Please remember in prayer the clergy of the Diocese of 
Amarillo who died during the month of

November:
Deacon Belvin Dollins, Nov. 4, 2012
Father John Hickey, Nov. 8, 2014

Father Aram Berard, S.J., Nov. 9, 2008
Father John H. Krukkert, Nov. 11, 1947

Father Joseph Gregor, C.M., Nov. 15, 1980
Monsignor Richard Vaughan, Nov. 15, 2000
Father Hubert J. Halfmann, Nov. 17, 1976

Father Leonard E. Curtis, O.P., Nov. 17, 1995
Father Norbert Wagner, Nov. 19, 1979

Father Gerald Lynch, Nov. 25, 1979
Father Ed Graff, Nov. 25, 2002

Father Francis Kaminsky, Nov. 26, 1957
Father Joseph Declan Gilligan, S.A., Nov. 26, 1987

Monsignor Peter DiBenedetto, Nov. 28, 1995
Father Anthony Catalina, Nov. 30, 1968
Father Jerome A. Hancox, Nov. 30, 1974

Amarillo—Alma Angelina Sepul-
veda, 72, passed away Oct. 23. Mass 
was celebrated Oct. 27, St. Laurence 
Church, Monsignor Arturo Meza, pas-
tor, Our Lady of Loreto Church, Sil-
verton, presiding. Interment was in 
Llano Cemetery. Survivors include her 
husband, Carlos Sepulveda; a daugh-
ter, Sara Sepulveda of Amarillo; a son, 
Carlos Sepulveda, Jr. and his wife Sadie 
of Lake Jackson; a sister, Mary Portillo 
and her husband Jose of Amarillo; a 
brother, Rolando Martinez of Ft. Worth; 
a granddaughter, Jasmine Sepulveda; 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Amarillo—Barbara Ann Fowlkes, 
62, passed away Oct. 23. Mass was cel-
ebrated Oct. 28, St. Thomas the Apos-
tle Church, Father John Valdez, pastor, 
presiding. Inurnment was at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Groom. Survivors include a 
multitude of family and friends.

Amarillo—Richard Camarillo, 71, 
passed away Oct. 23. Mass was cele-
brated Oct. 28, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Father Scott L. Raef, rector, presiding. 
Burial was in Memorial Park Ceme-
tery. Survivors include his wife, Elma 
Camarillo; a son, Jesse Camarillo 
and his wife Delores; two daughters, 
Ruby Martinez and her husband An-
thony, Bonnie Camarillo and Priscilla 
Tijerina and her husband Robert; four 
sisters, Beatriz Pesina, Feliz Tijerina, 
Linda Zepeda and Mary Jane Skipper; 
five brothers, Simon Camarillo II, Joe 
Camarillo, Steve Camarillo, Gilbert 
Camarillo and Robert Camarillo; eight 
grandkids; four stepgrandkids; four 
great-grandkids; eight stepgreat-grand-
kids; and several nieces and nephews.

Amarillo—Lucille H. Valverde, 77, 
passed away Oct. 24. Mass was cele-
brated Oct. 28, St. Hyacinth Church, 
Monsignor Rex Nicholl, pastor, St. 
Martin de Porres Church, presiding. 
Burial was in Memory Gardens Cem-
etery. Survivors include two daughters, 
Elena Scardino and her husband Mark 
of Amarillo and Catalina “Kathy” 
Calderon and her husband Richard of 
LaMesa, NM; three sons, Francisco 
Valverde and his wife Rosa of Can-
yon and Richard “Hoss” Valverde and 
Henry Valverde, both of Amarillo; a 
sister, Josie Lopez of Amarillo; two 
stepdaughters, Lou Ann Humphrey 
and Jo Lynn Saunders, both of Ama-
rillo; seven grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Amarillo—Jesse G. Martinez, 65, 
passed away Oct. 25. Mass was cele-
brated Oct. 29, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church, Father Jose Gómez, pastor, 
presiding. Burial was in Llano Cem-
etery. Military rites were provided by 
Volleys for Veterans. Survivors include 
two daughters, Cynthia and Rita and 
her husband Chris; a son, Jesse Jr. and 
his wife Raegan; three sisters, Sylvia, 
Carmen and Grace; seven grandchil-
dren, Samantha, Lance, Xavier, Kath-
erine, Kaitlyn, Grace, Krystann; and a 
great-grandson, Mason.

Amarillo—Ken Gabel, 61, passed 
away Oct. 28. Mass was celebrat-
ed Oct. 31, St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church, Father Ken Keller, pastor, 
Holy Family Church, Nazareth, pre-
siding. Burial was in Llano Cemetery. 
Survivors include his mother, Marion 
Gabel of Amarillo; three sons, Chase 

Allen and his wife Ashley of Lubbock 
and T.J. Allen and Timothy Allen and 
his wife Kristen, all of Fort Worth; a 
sister, Marcia Liekhus of Amarillo; 
and four brothers, Dennis Gabel and 
his wife Cindy, Kevin Gabel and his 
wife Barbara, Mike Gabel and his wife 
Serena and Mark Gabel and his wife 
Bonnie, all of Amarillo.

Amarillo—Antonio Gutierrez, 90, 
passed away Nov. 1. Memorial Ser-
vices were conducted Nov. 4, Memori-
al Park Funeral Home Chapel of Mem-
ories, Father Felipe Alvarez, OFM, of 
St. Laurence Church, presiding. Burial 
was in Memorial Park Cemetery. Sur-
vivors include his wife, Juana Gutier-
rez; ten children; and many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Hereford—David Garza, 70, passed 
away Nov. 1. Mass was celebrated 
Nov. 5, St. Anthony’s Church, Father 
Tony Neusch, pastor, presiding. Burial 
was in St. Anthony’s Cemetery. Survi-
vors include his wife, Beanida Garza; 
four sons, Dennis Garza of Victoria, 
Joe Manuel Galvan of Amarillo, Chris-
topher Galvan of Ft. Worth and Nathan 

Galvan of Hereford; three daughters, 
Becca Lynn Garza of Seadrift, Caro-
line Zepeda of Hereford and Nicole 
Camacho of Booker; a brother, Harvey 
Garza of Hereford; 16 grandchildren; 
three great grandchildren; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

Amarillo—Robert Perez, 47, passed 
away Nov. 1. Mass was celebrated Nov. 
5, Blessed Sacrament Church, Father 
Haider Quintero, pastor, presiding. Survi-
vors include his parents, Nick and Mary 
Perez; three daughters, Vanessa Carbajal 
and her husband Richard Galvan, Cindy 
Perez and Miranda Perez; a son, Arthur 
Wheat; a sister, Guadalupe Gonzalez, all 
of Amarillo; his brothers, Joe Camacho Jr. 
and his wife Frances of Memphis and Joe 
Angel Camacho and his wife Marisela of 
Amarillo; and nine grandchildren.

Panhandle—Jimmy Austin, 78, 
passed away Nov. 2. Survivors include 
his wife, Alice Austin; three children, 
Alicia Rose, Cathy Smith and Steve 
Austin; seven grandchildren; and 18 
great-grandchildren.

Hereford—Alejandro “Alex” Ramirez, 

36, passed away Nov. 5. Mass was cel-
ebrated Nov. 8, San Jose Church in the 
Campo, Father José Ramón Molina, 
CHS, parochial administrator, presid-
ing. Burial was in West Park Ceme-
tery. Survivors include his wife, Pilar 
Ramirez; a son, Alejandro Ramirez; 
two daughters, Emily Ramirez and Ji-
sel Ramirez; his parents, Miguel and 
Gricelda Ramirez of Hereford; two 
brothers, Miguel Ramirez and his wife 
Karina of Hereford and Jesus Ramirez 
and his wife Elsa of Alliance, Kan.; and 
three sisters, Diana Cervantes and her 
husband Alfredo, Claudia Ramirez and 
Rocio Ramirez, all of Hereford.

Amarillo—Karen Marie Eller-
brock, 60, passed away Nov. 5. Mass 
was celebrated Nov. 10, St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Father Scott L. Raef, rector, 
presiding. Survivors include a son, Mi-
chael Ehrhart and his wife Rose; two 
brothers, Jim Ellerbrock and his wife 
Scottie and Mike Ellerbrock and his 
wife Sue; a sister-in-law, Julie Eller-
brock; two grandchildren, Gabriel and 
Benjamin Ehrhart; and four nieces and 
nephews, Taylor, Coleman, Monica 
and Jacob Ellerbrock.
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USCCB Special Collections
Catholic Communications /

West Texas Catholic - Diocese of Amarillo
FY 6/30/16

Remittance to Diocese As Of Date 8/31/16
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH, AMARILLO 146.00$
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, SUNRAY
CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, TULIA 374.00
CRISTO REDENTOR, GRUVER 136.00
HOLY ANGELS CHURCH, CHILDRESS 238.00
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, NAZARETH 524.00
HOLY NAME CHURCH, HAPPY 31.70
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, DIMMITT 131.00
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, PERRYTON 663.00
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, VEGA 234.00
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CHURCH, GROOM 460.97
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CHURCH, AMARILLO 195.44
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, CACTUS
OUR LADY OF LORETO CHURCH, SILVERTON
OUR LADY OF VIETNAM, AMARILLO
OUR MOTHER OF MERCY CHURCH, WELLINGTON
SACRED HEART CHURCH, CANADIAN 167.66
SACRED HEART CHURCH, MEMPHIS
SACRED HEART CHURCH, WHITE DEER
SACRED HEART OF JESUS CHURCH, SPEARMAN 250.00
SAN JOSE CHURCH, HEREFORD 603.26
SAN JUAN DIEGO, QUITAQUE 79.25
ST ANN'S CHURCH, BOVINA 222.00
ST ANN'S CHURCH, CANYON 1,414.00
ST ANN'S CHURCH, STINNETT
ST ANTHONY'S CHURCH, DALHART 914.00
ST ANTHONY'S CHURCH, HEREFORD 934.27
ST ELIZABETH ANN SETON MISSION, TURKEY
ST FRANCIS CHURCH, AMARILLO 64.00
ST HYACINTH'S CHURCH, AMARILLO 581.86
ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH, BORGER 25.00
ST JOHN NEPOMUCENE CHURCH, HART 114.00
ST JOSEPH'S CHURCH, AMARILLO 776.73
ST JOSEPH'S CHURCH, STRATFORD
ST LAURENCE'S CHURCH, AMARILLO 369.00
ST MARTIN DE PORRES CHURCH, AMARILLO
ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL, AMARILLO 384.50
ST MARY'S CHURCH, CLARENDON
ST MARY'S CHURCH, TEXLINE
ST MARY'S CHURCH, UMBARGER 294.00
ST MARY'S CHURCH, WHEELER 125.00
ST PATRICK'S CHURCH, SHAMROCK 100.00
ST PAUL'S CHURCH, KRESS
ST PETER'S CHURCH, BOOKER 180.00
ST TERESA'S CHURCH, FRIONA 146.73
ST THERESA'S CHURCH, PANHANDLE 5.00
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH, AMARILLO 3,499.00
ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH, PAMPA 1,478.68
STS PETER & PAUL CHURCH, DUMAS 448.05
  LESS ADMINISTRATIVE FEE (815.51)

subtotal 15,494.60

50% RETAINED BY DIOCESE 7,747.30

Pampa—Virginia Roberts, 75, 
passed away Nov. 7. Mass was cel-
ebrated Nov. 10, St. Vincent de Paul 
Church, Father Francisco Perez, JCL, 
pastor, presiding. Burial was in Fair-
view Cemetery. Survivors include her 
husband, Dan Guthrie; nine children 
and stepchildren, Steve Gordon and 
Jennifer Griffith, both of Oklahoma 
City, Sandi Boyd, Crystal Fuller, Kyle 
Roberts and Karin Boyd, all of Pam-
pa, Ricky Roberts of Richmond, Scott 
Guthrie of Edmond, Okla. and Daniel 
Guthrie of Amarillo; two sisters, Paula 
Foss of Lubbock and Kelly Mitchell of 
Ruidoso, NM; and many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Hereford—Joe Castorena Balderaz, 
Jr. 70, passed away Nov. 7. Mass was 
celebrated Nov. 10, San Jose Church, 

Father José Ramón Molina, CHS, pa-
rochial administrator, presiding. Burial 
was in St. Anthony’s Cemetery. Survi-
vors include his wife Yolanda Balder-
az; two sons, Joey and his wife Sheila 
and Leonel and his wife Elizabeth, all 
of Hereford, a daughter, Monique and 
her husband Kevin of Canyon, five 
stepchildren, Danny and his wife Ang-
ie and Zeke, all of Hereford, Tony and 
his wife Carmen and Robert Castorena, 
all of San Angelo and Robert Balder-
az and his wife Priscilla of Amarillo; 
and four sisters, Delfina Flores of San 
Angelo, Yolanda Rodriguez and her 
husband Hector of Big Lake, Alicia 
Barrientez and her husband Rudy and 
Dinah Tijerina and her husband Juan, 
all of Hereford.

Perryton—Joe M. L’Esperance 

Sr., 88, passed away Nov. 9. Mass was 
celebrated Nov. 14, Immaculate Con-
ception Church, Father Lupe Mayorga, 
pastor, presiding. Burial was in Ochil-
tree Cemetery. Survivors include his 
wife, Rosalie L’Esperance; two sons, 
Johnny L’Esperance and his wife Peg-
gy and Joe L’Esperance Jr. and his wife 
Tina, all of Perryton; six daughters, 
Irene Arnold and her husband Tim of 
Amarillo, Ida Ybright and her husband 
Clint, Annie Castillo, Lucy Gonzales 
and her husband Marty and Josephine 
L’Esperance and Payne Hooper all of 
Perryton and Frances L’Esperance and 
Joey, Christopher and Selena Borunda, 
all of Chihuahua, Mexico; 15 grand-
children; 28 great-grandchildren; three 
great-great-grandchildren; and several 
nieces and nephews in Colorado, New 
Mexico and Arizona.

Amarillo—The Office of Char-
ismatic Renewal and the Diocesan 
Youth Office will offer a Night of 
Worship Friday, Dec. 9 from 7:00 
to 9:00 at St. Joseph’s Church, 
4122 South Bonham. 

The evening is a multi-genera-
tional opportunity to praise, wor-
ship and love God, according to 
Disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Sister Lucy Lukasiewicz and Di-

Public Invited To Night Of Worship
ocesan Youth Director Oscar Guz-
man. The Night of Worship will 
include Praise, Testimony/Witness 
and Worship, including Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Prayer Ministry. 

For additional information on 
the Night of Worship, please call 
Sister Lucy at 806-534-2312, ext. 
110 or Oscar Guzman at 383-2243, 
ext. 118. 
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